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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 


The Ericram would be more entertaining, if it were novel. 


The pieces of poetry, communicated by a young Lady, will be noticed==The com 
tinuance of her correfpondence is requefted. 


Fexrx is weil defigned, but inaccurate. Will the writer confent to feveral co. 
re€tions ? 


The birth of Sancho, merely as poetry, has merit ; but is perhaps too local to k 
generally underftood. , 
The Marhematical Love-Letter in our next. 


The Series of Letters are well written and shall have a place in the Magazine. 


A defcription of New-York—the number of houfes and inhabitants in the city 
the number of inhabitants in many of the ftates, and principal towns in the United 


States, with the number of houfes in moft of the large towns, taken by actual env 
meration—will appear in our next. 


If the Sextone in this city would furnifh monthly returns of the burials, they would 
oblige the public, and particularly the Editor. 


A quarterly account of the entries at the Cuftom-Houfe—that is, the numberof 
veflels entered and cleared—the armmoant of exports and imports, &«¢. would be very at 
ceptable to commercial readers, and will if poffible be obtained. 


[The Editor of the American Magazine while he feels a grateful fenfe of the atten. 
tion and encouragement which he receives from his fubfcribers, and of the affiftance 
derived from correfpondents, begs leave to inforin the pubiic, that contrary to the 
common method of performing /e/s than is promifed, he purpofes to perform more than 
he engaged, when he undertook this work. 

The expeétation of failure is conneéted with the very name of a Magazine ; for 
which reafon the Editor has been very moderate in his promifes. Yet the materialt 
for this work are accumulating, and the future numbers will be enlarged without 
=| additional expenfe to fublcribers, unlefs the additions to the work should exceed 
10 pages. 

_ The Printers throughout the United States are requefted to obferve, that this pub- 
lication circulates as the Editor’s property. A man who has devoted the moft valu 
able period of life to the acquifition of knowledge ; who has grown * pale o’er the 
midnight lamp ; ” who labors to decypher ancient manufcripts, or purchafes copies 
at three thoufand per cent. above the ufual price of books, is indubitably entitled to 
the exclulive advantages refulting from his exertions and expenfes. 

: The rights of literary property have not yet been clearly afcertained and eftablithed 
in this country ; and fince the unequivocal rights of isdividuals and of public bodies 
have been fo frequently the {port of party intereft, in almott every ftate in the union, 
what fecurity has a man for the pofleffion of a right lefs clearly defined by the laws? 
Mok of the ftates however have pafied laws, fecuring to auibors their literayy pr 
dutions for a limitted time 3 and in thofe which have not, perfons concerned will 
pleafe to obferve that, by a folemn adjudication in the courts of Weftminfter, itis 
determined that an aétion will lie at common law for publiihing books, pamphlets, 
&c» without the confent of the author or proprietor, This principle which is found- 
ed on common juftice, will undoubtedly be admitted into American courts, efpecial- 
y age precedent is eftablifhed in a country celebrated for the wifdom of its judicial 
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PAR MONS 
Asrict! du Cops de Ja Nature. 


VOUS, dit la nature, qui, 

d’ aprés ! impulfion que je 
vous donne, tendez vers le bon- 
heur, dans chaque inftant de votre 
durée, ne refiftez point a ma loi 
fouveraine. ‘Travaillez a votre fe- 
licité, jouiffez fans crainte, foyez 
heureux. 

O fuperftitieux, reviens a Ja na- 
ture ; elle te confolera, elle chafle- 
ra de ton coeur ces craintes quit’ 
accablent. Cefle de contempler 
P avenir, vis pour toi, pour les 
femblables. J’ approuve tes plai- 
firs, lorfque, fans te nuire a toi- 
méme, ils ne feront point funettes 
a tes freres, que j’ ai rendu nécef- 
faires a ton propre bonheur. 

Que ? humanité ¢’ interffe au 
fort de'ton femblable. Songe qu’ 
il peut un jour ¢’ accabler ainfi que 
lui. Effuye les pleurs de |’ inno- 
cence opprimée, de la vertu dans 
la diftrefle. Que la douce chaleur 
de P amitié, !’ eftime d’ une com- 
pagne charie, te fafle oublier les 
peines de la vie. 

Sois jufte, parce que I’ equité 
eft le foutien de genre humaia. 
Sois bon, parce que la bonte en- 
chainé tous les coeurs. Sois in- 
dalvent, parceque, foible toi mé- 
me, ta vis avec des étres aufli foi- 

les que toi. Sois doux, parce 


ApripGemenT of the haws of 
Nature. 


YE, fays nature, who, fol- 

lowing the impulfe 1 give 
you, purfue happinels every mo- 
ment of your life, refit not my 
fovereign law. With ardor feek 
your own felicity—rejcice with- 
out fear—be happy. 

Thou dupe of fuperftition, re- 
turn io nature; fhe will confole 
thee ; fhe will expel from thy heare 
the fears which oppreis thee. Ceafe 
to contemplate the future—live 
for thyfelf—for thy kindred beings. 
I approve thy pleafures, which, 
without annoying thytelf, will not 
injure thy brethren, whom I have 
rendered neceffary to thy happinefs. 

Let humanity intereit thee in 
the fortune of thy neighbor. Refiect 
that the evil Se fuffers to day, may op- 
prefs thee to morrow. . Dry the 
tears of injured imnecence—of vir- 
tueindiftrefs. Let the iweet ardor 
of triencfhip be eiteemred thy near- 
eit companion—forget the pains of 
life. 

Be juft, becaufe equity is the fup- 
port of markind. Be good, be- 
caufe goodneis wins and attaches 
every heart. Be indulgent, for, 
weak thyfelf, thou liveft with be- 
ings who are equally frail. Be 
kind, for kindnefs attracts affec- 

tion. 
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eves 
que la douceur attire |’ affection. 
Sois reconnoiflant, parce que la re- 
connoiflance alimente and nourrit 
Ja bonté. Sois modefte,parce que 
Y orqueil revolte des étres. pris d’ 
eux mémes. Pardonne les injures, 
parce que la vengeance éternife les 
haines. Fais du bien a celui oy 
t’ outrage, afin de te montrer plus 
grand que lui,and de t’ en faire un- 
ami. Sois retenu, tempéré, chatte, 
parce que la volupté, |’ intempé- 
rance and les excés detruifent ton 
étre, and te rendront méprifable. 

Sois citoyen, parce que ta 
patrie eit néceflaire a ta fureté, a 
tes plaifirs, a ton bien étre: Sois 
fir que l’ homme qui fait des heu- 
reux, ne peut étre luieméme male 
heureux. En te conduifant ainfi, tu 
rentreras toujours avec plaifirs en- 
toi-méme, Tu ne trouveras au 
found de ton cceur, ni honte,ni ter- 
teurs, niremords. Si le ciels’ oc- 
cupoit de toi, il feroit content de 
ta conduite, quand la terre en eft 
contente, 


C’eft moi qui punis les crimes de 
Ja terre, Le méchant peut échap- 
per aux loix des hommes, jamais 
aux miennes. Sita te livres 3 |’ 
intempérance, les hommes ne te 
puntront pas ; mais je te punerai, 
¢n abrégeant tes jours, 


Si tu es vicieux, tes habitudes 
funeites retomberont fur ta téte. 
Ces princes, que leur puiflance met 
au-deffus des loix humaines, font 
forcés de fremir fous les miennes. 
C’ elt moi qui les chatie, qui les 
yemplis ce ioupcons, de terreurs. 
Defcends au fond des cceurs deces 
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tion. -Be grateful, for gratitude 
nourifhes goodnefs. Be modef, 
for haughtinefs offends thofe who 
are pleated with themfelves. . Foy. 
give injuries, for revenge perpetu. 
ates hatred. Do good to him who 
abufes thee, that thou mayeft fhow 
thyfelf his fuperior in worth, and 
make him thy friend. Be mode. 
rate, temperate and chaite ; for 
voluptuoulnefs, intemperance and 
excefs of every kind, ceftroy thy 
being, and render thee contemp. 
tible. 

Be a good citizen, for fociety is 
effential to thy fafety, thy plea 
fures, thy well being: Be affur 
ed that the man who makes other 
happy, cannot be unhappy himielfi 
By regulating thy condu& in this 
manner, thy own reflections will 
become the fources of pleafure, 
Thou wilt find, in thy heart, neie 
ther fhame, nor fear, nor remorfe, 
If thou art an objeét of heaven’s at. 
tention, it will be content with 
that conduét, which is fatisfactory 
on earth. 

Itisl who punith the crimes com- 
mitted on earth. The wicked may 
efcape the penalties of human laws, 
bu: never can elude mine. If thou 
celivereft thyfelf up to intempe- 
rance, men.may not punifh thee; 
but I will punifh thee by fhorten- 
ing the period of thy life. 

Ti thou. art vicious, thy, perni- 
cious practices will fall upon thy 
own head. Thofe princes, whom 
power has placed beyond the reach 
of human Jaws are conftrained to 
fubmit* to wine. Itis I who chal- 
ftife them—-who fill their minds 
with {afpicions and fears. Exa- 
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criminels, dont le vifage content 
couvre une ame dachirée. Vois I’ 
avare gemir exténué fur I’ inutile 
trefor, qu’ aux depens de lui mé- 
me, ila pris‘foin d’ amaffer.  Vois 
le voluptweux fi gai, gemir fecréte- 
ment {ur une fanté prodiguce ; 
Ja divifion and Ja haine regner en- 
tre ces €poux adulteres.; le men- 
teur, privé de toute confiance ; 
impotteur, trembler au feul nom de 
Ja verité ; le coeur, fietri de |’ en- 
vieux, qui feche du bonheur des 
autres ; le cceur glacé de I’ ingrat, 
que nul bien fait ne rechaufle ; 
Y ame de fer de ce monitre, que 
les foupiss de 1’ infortuné ne peu- 
vent amolli ; ce vindicatif, qui fe 
nourrit de fiel et de ferpents, 
et qui, dans fes fureurs, fe dévore 
juiméme. Porte envie, fi tul’ ofes, 
au fommeil de |’ homicide, de juge 
inique, de l opprefleur dont la 
couche eft infeftée par les torches 
des furies. Mais non, |’ humanité 
te fait partager leurs tourments 
mérités, 


Si tu te compares a eux, tu ap- 
plaudis de retrouver toujéurs la 
paix dans ton coeur. Enfin, vois 
accomplir fur eux, et fur toi le 
décret du deflin, qui veut que le 
crime fe puniffe Jui méme, et que 
la vertu ne foit jamais privée de 
recom penfe, 
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mine thé inmoft-recefles of a crim- 
inal’s heart, whole placid vilage 
conceals a tortured foul. See the 
mifer emaciated, wafting his life 
over the ufelefs treafure which he 
hath amafled with anxious folici- 
tude, even at the expenfe of his hap- 
pinefs. See the gay voluptuary, 
fecretly groaning under a fhatter- 
ed conftitution—-the contention 
and hatred that follow conjugal 
infidelities—-the liar, deprived of 
all confidence—the impoftor trem- 
bling even atthe name of truth— 
the pining heart of the envious who 
ficken at the profperity of others 
—the heart frozen with ingrati- 
tude, which never glows at the 
generous deed—the iron foul of 
the monfter, which the iighs of the 
unfortunate cannot fofter—the re- 
vengeful, which feeds on gall and 
vipers, and in fury, devours itfelf. 
Envy, if thou canit, the fleep of 
the murderer, of the unjuft judge, 
of the oppreffor,whofe bed is haunt- 
ed with furies. It is impoflible— 
humanity makes thee fhare their 
merited torments. 

If thou compareft thy flate with 
theirs, thou mutt felicitate thyfelf 
in finding peace always in thy own 
breaft. In fhort, behold accom- 
plithed, ia them and in thyfelf, the 
decree of fate, which ordains that 
vice fhall punifh itfelf, and that 
virtue fall alwys meet its reward. 
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VINDICATION of that Sort ef PREFERENCE wich WOMEN are 
Juppofed to thow for MEN of INFERIOR TALENTS. 
From ture LOUNGER. 


T has been remarked, that in 
Proportion as a nation advances 
from barbari{m to civilization, the 
Women rife into efteem, hold a 


more important ftation in fociety, 
and become more and more objects 
of attention. Upon a fair eitimate 
we fhall probably find a higher 

| degree 
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degree of true refinement in the 
polifhed nations of modern Europe, 
than what prevailed even in the 
brighteft days of Greece and Rome. 
Accordingly a lady at the court of 
Verfailles or of London, is treated 
with a refpe&, attention and ob- 
fervance to which an Athenian 
beauty or a Roman matron was not 
accuftomed. | 
One would naturally expect to 
meet with the fame progrefs of re- 
finement among writers who treat 
of the female chara&ter. We find 
however, that this is not the cafe, 
and that women are often treated 
in books with the moft fovereign 
contempt by the moft elegant wri- 
ters. An Englifh” author diftin- 
guifhed for the elegance and po- 
litenefs of his manners, while he 
acknowledges the influence ef the 
fair fex, and inculcates the necef- 
fity of gaining their good graces, 
by every man who wifhes to ad- 
vance in the road of ambition, at 
the fame time talks of women in 
general, as beings of an inferior or- 
der. He does not fcruple to call 
them, children of a larger growth, 
and to fay, that he never knew one 
woman capable of reafoning, or of 
acting confequentially for four and 
twenty hours together. 
- It is not my intention at prefent 
to enter the liits with the Earl of 
Chefterfield, I flatter myfelf it is 
an unreceflary tafk, and that few 
of my readers require any other 
argument than their own feelings 
and obfervation, to be {atisfied of 
the injuftice of his Lordfhip’s in- 
vective againft the lovelieit part of 
the creation, “ the laft, be& work 
of Heaven.” 
This injuftice of our fex towards 
the other, often arifes from a want 


of duly confidering the differen 
conditions of each. The law j, 
fome inttances, confiders womey 
ina ftate of pupillage, and. they 
frequently may be reckoned fo ig 
conduét. ‘They are neceflarily an. 
der the tutelage of circumftances 
and of fituation, governed by the 
decorum of fex, by the forms of 
the world. If we piéture to our. 
felves a woman divefted of that 
pliability of mind, firm in refolve, 
unfhaken in conduét, unmoved 
the delicacies of fituation, by the 
fafhions of the times, by the féa 
even of common place obloquy, or 
of flippant cenfure ; in the deline- 
ation of fuch a character we imme- 
diately change the idea of the fer, 
and like the fon of Peleus, difco. 
vered amidit the dauyliters of Ly- 
codemes, we fee under the form of 
a woman the virtues and qualities 
of a man. 

There is one particular in which 
we hear the fex daily blamed, and 
in which their condwét has afford- 
ed matter for much fevere cenfure; 
I mean, in the predileétion they 
are fuppofed to bear to frivolous 
men, poffefling no one valuable ta- 
lent, no one quality fufficient t0 
procure either refpect or efteem, 
in this, as in other things, I am in- 
clined to believe, that it is not al- 
ways in the freedom of choice, but 
in that vaflalage of fituation and 
circumftances, which I mentioned, 
that their fociety is formed ; but 
were I even to admit, that women 
are apt to prefer the fociety of men 
of light and fhowy parts to that of 
men of more cultivated minds, I 
cannot, for my part, allow that 
they merit all the obloquy that has 
been thrown upon them on that 
account, 

There 
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There is in the female charac- 
ter a fear of offending, a felf-dit- 
fidence, a delicate fenfe of propri- 
ety, which renders a woman up- 
happy when fhe fays or does, or 
thinks fhe has faid or done a thing 
not perfectly as it ought to have 
been. A quick perception and 
a delicate fenfibility render her 
feelingly alive to.the opinions of 
thofe around her. Hence pro- 
ceeds that modeft fhynefs, that be- 
witching foftnefs, the moft attrac- 
tive charm which Heaven has be- 
ftowed on womankind. Afraid of an 
inferiority, a woman of fenfibility 
feels a certain degree of uncafinefs 
in the company of men of high 
ability and profourd learning. Dif- 
fident of being able. to converfe 
with fuch men on equal terms, fhe 
fancies fhe is contemned by them. 
She feels a difagreable reftraint in 
their prefence, from which fhe is 
glad to be relicved and to find 
herfelf in a circle, where though 
fhe may meet with lefs genius, lefs 
knowledge, and lefs wit, fhe is 
more upon a footing with thofe 
around her and Jefs afraid of be- 
traying any defeéts in herfelf. 

Perhaps too, men pofieffed of 
uncommon talents and great ge- 
nius are apt to truft too much to 
their intrinfic merit, and to def- 
pife as beneath their regard, thofe 
graces and accomplifhments the 
fole end of which is to render a 
man agreeable in fociety. As 
gold without being highly polith- 
ed will always be valued, they 
feem to think they may reft fecure 
upon their fterling merit, as fufli- 
cient to procure them the efteem 
and confideration of mankind. 
How many men of genius and of 
knowledge could we name, whofe 
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manners are difgufting, and to 
whom nothing could reconcile us 
but a confciou{nefs of their fuperi- 
ority in the higher endowments of 
the mind. A Locke or a Newton 
may be very unpleafing compa- 
nions, and may be deficient in eve- 
ry quality requifite to render 2 man 
agreeable in the common inter- 
courfe of life. But the fame quick 
and delicate perception which 
gives pain toa woman, when fhe 
imagines fhe herfelf has been guil- 
ty of any impropriety in behavior 
or in manners, leads her to obferve 
with attention the manners of o- 
thers, to be charmed with the eafe, 
the elegance, and politenefs of a 
well bred man, and to be difguit- 
ed with the firft appearance of any 
thing harfh, vulgar, or illiberal. 

It may alfo be obferved that 
there is fomething in the female 
mind which delights more in the 
amiable than the {plendid ; more. 
in what engages and captivates, 
than in what awes with its gran- 
deur or aftonifhes with its vaftnefs. 
A woman mutt be mafculine toa 
certain degree before fhe can pre- 
fer Homer to Virgil, Milton to 
Taffo, and Shakefpeare to Meta- 
ftafio ; or the bold itrokes of Mi- 
chael Angelo to the graceful touch- 
es of Guido. May not the fame 
foftnefs and delicacy difpofe her 
to prefer thofe gentle manners and 
amiable qualities which adorn pri- 
vate and domeitic fcenes, to the 
more {fplendid talents which fit 
a man to fhine in public life, in 
the Senate or in the field, to thofe 
which qualify him to inftruét and 
inform mankind, by philofophical 
enquiry, or deep inveftigation ? In 
this as in every thing elfe, we have 
reafon to admire the wifdom’and 

benevolence 
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benevulence of the Author of na- 
ture. lt fails to the let of a very 
fmall portion of the human race 
to poltiels thofe talents which ena 


bie aman “ to read this hiftory in 


a nation’s eves.” Were the regard, 


the efteem, the confidence of the 
women confined to fuch alone, the 
bulk of mankind would be depri- 
ved of the bef, the pureft fource of 
happinefs which this world affords. 
What enjoyment cao be compared 
with the felicity, flowing from a 
wnion with a virtuous woman, who 
pours out her foul mto the bofom 
of him dhe loves, who repofes in 
him with unbounded confidence, 
and whole great objet of ambi- 
tion it is to foften every care, to 
alleviate every calamitv, what ob- 
ject can be more beautiful, or more 
engaging then fuch a woman in 
the midi of her family, diffufing 
happinefs on all around her ? 
Then, to ufe the words of the elo- 
quent Ronfleau, “ Son empire eft 
un expire de douceur, d addreffe 
et de complaifance; fes ordres 


A-T 1 O WNW, &c 


font des carefles, fes menates {oy 
des pleurs.””* 

Confiderable ule however might 
be made of the difference in difpo. 
fitron, in feeling and ftuation be. 
tween the fexes, if im their inte. 
courfe with one another, thole qu. 
lities which ere moft citimableig 
eath were all allowed their ig. 
fluence in a beneficial, notan ey 
travagant degree. Were the mee 
to derive from the foricty of the 
women gentlenefs, complacener, 
and fenfibility ; were the womea 
to borrow from that of the mes, 
fteadinefs, deliberation and fort. 
tude, charafters might be formed 
not lefs amiable than ufefal, not 
lefs engeging than enlightened, 
Wildom would no longer be acea- 
fed of feverirv, nor {prightlinels 
cenfured for levity ; virtue would 
aflame her moft winning as well 
as her moft refpettable form, and 
many votaries would be fixed by 
her {miles whom her precepts had 
been unable to retain. 


MEDICAL QUESTIONS. 


HAT a*vantage has the 
prattice of phyfic derived 
from the numerous and ftriking 
difcoveries in anatomy, fo mach 
celebrated in the lat and prefent 
centuries ? : 
How comes it that opium fo 
feldom affeéts thofe animal fpirits 


— 


that are required for refpiration, 
and the motion of the heart, while 
it fufpends or benumbs the others 
that communicate with the organs 
of the external fenfes ? 


TRYO MEDICUS. 


Newport, Fan. 14. 








* Her empire is an empire of gentlenefs, of addrefs and politexc/t. Her 


commands are careffes ; ber menaces are tears. 
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HE conftitution of Virginia, 
like that of Conneéticut, 
ftands on the true principles of a 
Republican Reprefentative Go- 
yernment. It is not fhackled with 
a Bill of Rights, and every part of 
it, is at any time, alterable by an 
ordinary legiflature. When I fay 
every part of the conftitution is al- 
terable, I would except the right of 
elections, for the reprefentatives 
have not power to prolong the per- 
period of their own delegation. 
This is nor numbered among the 
rights of legiflation, and deferves a 
feparate confideration. ‘This right 
is not velted in the legiflature—it 
is in the people at large—it can- 
not be alienated without changing 
the form of government. Nay the 
right of election is not only the da- 
fis, but the whole frame or eflence 
of a republican conftitution—it is 
not merely ove, but itis the only 
legiflative or conftitutional act, 
which the people at large can with 
propriety exercife. 

The fimple principle for which I 
contend is this—** ‘That in a repre- 
fentative democracy, the delegates 
chofen for legiflators ought, at all 
times, to be competent to every pof- 
fible a€t of Jegiflation under that 
Sormof government ; but not to change 
that form. Befides it is contrary to 


. all our ideas of deputation or agency 


Jor others, that the perfon acting 
fhould have the power of extend- 
ing the period of agency beyond 
the time fpecified in his commif- 
fion. The reprefentative of a pco- 
ple is, as to his powers, in the fitua- 


tion of an Attorney, whofe letters 
commiflion him to do every thing 
which his conftituent ‘could do, 
where he on the fpot; but fora 
limited time only. At the expira- 
tion of that time his powers ceafe; 
and a reprefentative has no more 
right to extend that pericd, than a 
plenipotentiary has to renew his 
commiflion. The Britifh Parlia- 
ment, by prolonging the period of 
their exiltence from one to three, 
and from three to feven years, com- 
mitted an unjuft aét—an aét how- 
ever which has been confirmed by 
the acquiefcence of the nation, and 
thus received the higheft conttitu- 
tional fanétion. Iam fenfible that 
the Americans are much concerned 
for the liberties of the Britifh na- 
tion ; and the att for making Par- 
liaments feptennial is often men- 
tioned as an arbitrary oppreffive 
att, deftruétive of Englifh liberty.* 
The Englith are douvtlefs obliged 
to us for our tender concern for 
their happinefs—yet fer myfelf I 
entertain no fuch ideas—The Eng- 
lith have generally underftood and 
advocated their rights as well as 
any nation, and Iam confident that 
the nation enjoys as much happi- 
nefs and freedom, and much more 
tranquility, under feptennial Par- 
liaments, than they would with 
annual eleélions. Corruption to 
obtain offices will ever atiend 
wealth ; it is generated with it— 
grows up with it—and will, always 
fill a country with violent factions 
and illegal praétices. Such are the 
habits of the peopie, that money 





* The feptennial a& was judged the only guard againfi a popifh reign, and 
: S 


therefore bighly popular. 
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mene 
will have a principal influence in 
carrying cleétions; and fuch vait 
fums are necellary for the purpole, 
that if eleGions were annual, none 
but a few of the wealthich men 
could d.fray the expenfe—theland- 
holders of moderate eftates would 
not offer themfelves as candidates 
—and thus infact anneal eleGiions, 
with the prefent habits of the peo- 
ple, wouwid aftuaily ciminith the 
infuence of the commons,by throw- 
ing the advantage into the hands 
ot a corrupt minifiry, and a few 
overgrown nabobs. Before annual 
ele4tions would be a blefiing to the 
Eng)ihh, their babits muft bechang- 
ed—but this cannot be effefted by 
human josce. 1 with my country- 
men would believe that other na- 
tions underiland and can guard their 
‘privileges, without any lamentable 
outcries from this fide of the Ar- 
lantic. Government will always 
take its complexion from the habits 
of the people—habits are contin- 
wally changing from age to age—a 
body of legiflators taken from the 
people, will generally reprefent 
thefe habits at the time when they 
are chofen hence thefe twoim- 
portant conclufions, 1ft That a le- 
giflative body fhould be frequently 
«renewed and always taken from 
the peop'e ——2zd That a govern- 
ment which is perpetaal, or inca- 
pable of being accommodated to 
every change of national habits, 
muft in time become a bad govern. 
ment. , 

With this view of the fubjeé, I 
cannot fupprefs my furprife at the 
reafoning of Mr. Jefferfon on this 
very point. * He confiders it as a 
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defe& im the conftirution of Vir. 
gimia, that it cam be altered by 
ordinary degiflature. He obferves 
that the Convention which framed 
the prefent Confiitution of ua 
State, “ received no powersin their 
creation which were not given t 
every legiflature Beror +7 Gace. 
So far and mo farthe: . fee, 
they organized the goverument by 
the ordinance entitled a Contin. 
tion or form of goverament. [ 
pretends to no higher authority 
than the other ordinances of the 
fame fefion ; it does not fay, that 
fhall be perpetual ; that it fhallbe- 
unalterable by other legiflatares; 
that it fhall be trancendant above 
the powers of thofe, whothey knew 
would have equal powers with 
themielves.” 

But fuppofe the framers of this 
ordinance had iaid, that it fhould 
be terpetual and unalterabie ; fuch 
a declaration would have deen void. 
Nay altho the people themfelees 
had individually and unacimoufly 
declared the ordinance perpetual, 
the declaration would have been 
invalid. One Affembly cannot 
pais an att, binding upon a fuble- 
quentAflembly of equal authority;t 
and the people in 1776 hac no au- 
thority, and confequently could 
delegate none, to pafs a fingle at 
which the people in 1777 could 
not repeal and annul. And Mr. 
Jefferion himfelf, in the very next 
fentence, afligns a reafon, whick 1s 
an unanfwerable argument in fa 
vor of my pofition, and a complete 
refutation of hisown. Thele are 
his words. ‘* Not only the filence 
of the initrument is a proof they 





* Notes on Virginia, page 197. Lond, Evit. 


Query 13. 
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Witre a Legiflature isa party, are excepted. 
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thought it would be alterable, but 
their own practice alfo: for this 
very convention, meeting as aHoufe 
of Delegates in General Affembly 
with the new Senate in the autumn 
of that year, paffled acts of Aflem- 


bly in contradiétion to their ordi- 


nance of government ; and every 
Afembly from that time to this has 
done the fame.” 

Did Mr. Jefferfon reflect upon 
the inference that would be juftly 
drawn from thefe facts? Did he 
not confider that he was furnifhing 
his opponents with the moft effec- 
tual weapons againft himfelf ? The 
atts pafled by every /ubjequent Affem- 
bly in contradiftion to the firft ordi- 
nance, prove that all the Affemblies 
were fallible men ; and confe- 
quently’ not competent to make 
perpetual Conftitutions for future ge- 
nerations. To give Mr. Jefferfon, 
and the other advocates for uz- 
changeable Conftitutions, the fulleft 
Jatitude in their argument, I will 
fuppofe every freeman in Virginia 
could have been affembled to de- 
liberate upon a form of govern- 
ment, and that the prefent form, 
or even one more perfect, had been 
the refult of their Councils—and 
that they had declared it unaltera- 
ble. What would have been the 
confequence ? Experience would 
probably have difcovered, what is 
the fa&t—and what forever will be 
the cafe—that Conventions are not 
poffeffed of infinite wi/dom—that 
the wifeft men cannot devife a per- 
fet fyftem of government. Sup- 


pofe then that after all this folemn 
national tranfaction, and a formal 
declaration that their proceedings 
fhould be unalterable, a fingle ar- 
ticle of the conftitution fhou!d be 
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found to interfere with fome na- 





tional benefit—fome material ad- 


vantage ; where would be the 
power to change or reform that ar- 
ticle ? In the tame general Affem- 
bly of all the people, and in no o- 
ther body. But muft a State be 
put to this inconvenience, to find 
a remedy for every defect of con- 
ititution ? 

Suppofe, however, the Conven- 
tion had been empowered to de- 
clare the form of government wz- 
alterahle : What would have been 
the confequence ? Mr. Jefferion 
himfelf has related the confe- 
quence. Every fucceeding Af- 
fembly has found errors or defeéts 
in that frame of government, and 
has happily applied a remedy. 
But had not every Legiflature had 
power to make thefe alterations, 
Virginia muft have gone thro the 
farce and the trouble of calling an 
extraordinary Legiilature, to do 
that which an ordinary Legiflature 
could do juft as well, in their an- 
nual feffion ; or thofe errors muft 
have remained in the conititution, 
to the injury of the State. 

The whole argument for bills of 
rights and unalterable conftitutions 
reits on two fuppofitions, viz. tha: 
the Convention which frames the 
government, is infallible ; and that 
future Legiflatures will be 4s be 
nefi—lefs wife—and le/s attentive to 
the intereft of the State, than a pre- 
fent Convention: The firit fup- 
pofition is always falfe, and the 
laft is generally fo. A declaration 
of perpetuity, annexed to a form 
of government, implies a fuppoft- 
tion of perfec? wifdom and probity ia 
the framers ; which is both arro- 
gant and impudent-wand jt implics 
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a fuppofed power in them, to a- 
bridge the, power of a fucceeding 
Convention and of the future ftate 
or body of people. The lait fup- 
pofition is, in every poflible in- 
itance of legiflation, fa/e; and 
an attempt to exercife {uch a pow- 
er, a high handed aét of tyranny. 
But fetting afide the argument, 
grounded on a want of power in 
one Afilembly to abridge the pow- 
er of another, what occafion have 
we to be fo jealous of future Le- 
giflatures ? Why. fhould we be fo 
anxious to guard the future rights 
of anation ? Why fhould we not 
diftruft the people and the Repre- 
fentatives of the prefent age, as 
wel] as thofe of future ages, in 
whofe aéts we have not the fmall- 
eftintercit ? For my part, I believe 
that the people and their Repre- 
fentatives, twoor three centuries 
hence, will be as honeft, as wife, 
as faithful to themfelves, and will 
underftand thcir rights as well, and 
be as able to defend them, as the 
people are at this period, The 
contrary fuppofition is abfurd. 

I know itis faid that other nati- 
tions have loft their liberties by the 
ambitious defigns of their rulers, 
and we may do the fame. The 
experience of other nations fur- 
nifhes the ground of all the argu- 
ments uled in favor of an unalter- 
able conflitution. The advocates 
feem determined that pofterity thal] 
not lofe their liberty, even if they 
fhould, be willing and defirous to 
furrender it. Ita few declarations 
on parchment will fecure a fingle 
blefling to poflerity, which they 
would otherwife lofe, I refign the 
argument and will receive a thou- 
fand declarations. Yet fo tho- 


rouglily convinced am I of the op. 
pofite tendency and effect’ of fuch 
unalterable declarations, that, were 
it pofible to render them valid, i 
fhould deem every article an in- 
fringment of civil and political }j- 
berty. I fhould confider every ar- 
ticle as a reitriction which might 
impofe fome duty which in time 
might ceafe to be ufeful and necef. 
fary, while the obligation of per. 
forming it mightremain ; or which 
in its operation might prove per- 
nicious, by producing effeéts which 
were not expected, and could not 
be forefeen. ‘There is no one fin- 
gle right, no privilege which is 
commonly deemed fundamental, 
which may not, by an unalterablee. 
ftablifhment, preclude fome amend. 
ment, fome improvement 1n the 
future adminiitration of govern- 
ment. And unlefs the advocates 
for unalterable conftitutions of go- 
vernment, can prevent all changes 
in the wants, the inclinations, the 
habits and. the circumftances of 
people, they will find it difficult, 
even with all their declarations of 
unalterable rights, to prevent chan- 
gesin government. A _paper-de- 
claration is a very feeble barrier a- 
gainit the force of national habits, 
and inclinations. 


Tne lofs of liberty, as it is call-’ 


ed, in the kingdoms of Europe, has, 
in feveral inftances, been a mere 
change of government, effected by 
a change of habits, and in fome in- 
ftances this change has been favor- 
able to liberty. The government 
of Denmark was changed from 4 
mixed form, like that of England, 
to an abfolute monarchy, by a {0- 
Jemn deliberate aét of the people, 
or States. Was this a lofs of liber- 


ty? 
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ty ? So far from it, that the change 
removed the oppreffions of faétion, 
reftored ‘iberty to the fubjeé& and 
tranquility to the kingdom. The 
change wasa blefling to the people. 
It indeed lodged a power in the 
Prince to difpofe of life and pro- 

rty ;. but’at the fame time it 
lodged ‘in him a power to defend both 
—a power which before was lodged 
no where-and it is infinitely bet- 
ter that fuch a power fhould be 
velted in a fingle band, than that it 
hhould wot'exif? at all, ‘Tne mon- 
archy of France has grown’ out of 
a number of petty States and lord- 
at yet itis a fact, proved. by 
hiftory and ‘experience, that the 
fubjeéts of ‘that kingdom have ae 
quired liberty, peace and happi- 
nels in proportion to the ditninu- 
tion of the powers Of the petty fo- 
vereignties, and the extenfion of the 
prerogatives of the Monarch. ~ It 
is faid that Spain Jolt her liberties 
under the reign of Charles Vth ; but 
I queftion the truth of the affertion ; 
itis probable that the fubject has 
gained as much by an abridgement 
of the’ powers of the nobility, as he 
loft by an annihilation of the Cor- 
tez, The United Netherlands 
fought with more bravery and per- 
feverance to preferve their rights, 
than any other people, fince the 
days of Leonidas ; and yet no 
fooner eftablifhed a government, 
fojealoufly guarded as to defeat its 
own defigns, and prevent the good 
effecis of government,than they neg- 
le€ted its principles—the freemen 
tefigned the privilege of election, 
and committed their liberties to a 
ich ariftocracy. 

There was no compulfion—no 
external force in producing this 
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revolution ; but the form of go- 
vernment, which had been efta- 
blifhed on paper, and folemnly ra- 
tified, wasnot fuited to the genius 
of the fubjeéts.. The burghers had 
a right of eleéting their ralers ; but 
they voluntarily neglected it ; and 
a bill of rights, a perpetual conflitu- 
tion on parchment guaranteeing 
that right, was a ufelefs form of 
words, becaufe oppofed to the tem- 
per of the people. The govern- 
ment aflamed a complexion, more 
correfpondent to their habits, and 
tho in theory no conftitution is 
more cautioufly guarded againit an 
infringement of popular privileges, 
yet in praétice it is a real arifto- 
cracy. 

The progrefs of government in 
England has been the reverfe— 
The people have been gaining free- 
dom by intrenching upon the pow- 
ers of the nobles and the royal pre- 
rogatives.. -Thefe changes in go- 
vernment do not proceed from 
bills of rights, unalterable forms and 
perpetual efablifoments—-liberty is 
nevet fecured by fach paper decla- 
rations ; nor loft for want of them. 
—The truth is Government origi- 
nates in neceflity, and takes its 
form and ftruéture from the genius 
and habits of the people ; and if 
on paper a form is not accommo- 
dated tothofe habits, it will af- 
fuine anew form, in fpite of all the 
formal fanétions of the fupreme au- 
thority of 2 State. Were the mo- 
narchy of France to be diffolved, 
and the wifeft fyftem of republican 
government ever invented, folemn- 
ly declared, by the King and his 
council, to be the conititution of 
the kingdom ; the people, with 
their prefent habits, would refufe 
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to receive it ; and refign their pri- 
vileges to their beloved fovereign. 
But fo oppofite are the habits of 
the Americans, that an attempt to 
erect a monarchy or an ariltocracy 
over the United States, would ex- 
pole the authors to the lofs of their 
heads,* The truth is, the people 
of Europe, fince they became ci- 
vilized, have, in no kingdom, pof- 
feffed the true principles of liberty. 
The could not therefore lofe what 
they never poffefied. "There has 
been, from time immemorial, fome 
rights of government—fome pre- 
rogatives vefted in fome man or bo- 
dy of men, independent of the 
fuffrages of the body of the fub- 
jeéts. This circumitance diitin- 
guithes the governments of Europe 
and of ail the world, from thofe of 
America, ‘There has been in the 
free nations of Europe an inceffant 
ftruggle between freedom or na- 
uional rights, and hereditary pre- 
rogatives. The conteft has ended 
varioufly in different kingdoms ; 

but generally in deprefling the 
power of the nobility ; afcertain- 
ing and limiting the prerogatives 
of the crown, and extending the 
privileges of the people. The A- 
mericans have feen the records of 
their ftruggles ; and without con- 
fidering that the objeéts of the con- 
telt do not exiff in this country ; they 
are laboring to guard rights which 
there is no party to attack. They 
are as jealous of their rights, as if 
there exilted here a King’s prero- 
gatives or the powers of nobles, in- 
dependent of their own will and 
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choice, and ever eager to {wallow | 


up their liberties. But there js 
no man in America, who claims ,. 
ny rights but what are commo 
to every man—there is no man who 
has an intereft in invading populx 
privileges, becaufe his attempt to 
curtail another’s rights, would ex. 
pofe his own to the fame abridge. 
ment. The jealoufy of people in 
this country has no proper objef 
againft which it can rationally am 
them—it is therefore direéted ¢. 
gainft themfelves, or againft an in- 
vafion which they imagine may hap. 
pen in future ages. The contef 
tor perpetual bills of rights againks 
future tyranny, refembles 


Quixotes fighting windmills ; and § 


I never can reflect on the declama- 
tion about an unalterable conftitutio 
to guard certain rights, without 
wifhing to add another article, as 
neceflary as thofe that are general. 
ly mentioned ; viz, “ that no fu. 
ture Convention or Legiflature 
fha}l cut their own throats, or thofe 
of their conftituents,” While the 
habits of the Americans remain a 
they are, the people will choofe 
their Legiflature from their own 
body—that Legiflature will have 
an intereft infeperable from. that 
of the people—and therefore an att 
to reftrain their power in any arte 
cle of legiflation, is as ‘unneceflary 
as an act to prevent them from com- 
mitting fuicide, 

Mr. Jefferfon, in anfwer to thofe 
who maintain that the form of go- 
Yernment in Virginia is unaltera- 
ble, becaufe it is called a con/itu- 





* Some jealous people ignorantly call the propufed Conftitution of Federal 
Gowernment an aritlocracy. If fuch men are honeft their ignorance de/erve 
pity—There is not a feature of true ariftocracy in the Confiitution ; the whole 
frame of Government ts a pure Representative Republic. 
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tion, which, ex vi termini, means 
an 4€ abovethe power of the ordi- 
nary Legiflature, afferts that con- 
fitution, flatute, law and ordinance 
are fynonymous terms and convert- 
ible, as they are ufed by writers 
on government; Conftitutio dici- 
tur jus quod a principe conditur. 
Conftitutum, quod ab imperatori- 
bus refcriptum ftatutumve eft. Sta- 
tutum, idem quod lex.* Here 
the words con/flitution, flatute and 
law are defined by each other— 
They were ufed as convertible 
terms by all former writers whe- 
ther Roman or Britifh ; and before 
the terms of the civil law were in- 
troduced, our Saxon anceftors ufed 
the correfpondent Englifh words, 
bid and fet.+ From hence hecon- 
cludes that no inference can be 
drawn from the meaning of the 
word, that a conftitution has a higher 
authority than a law or ftatute. 
This conclufion of Mr. Jefferfon 
is juft. , 

He quotes Lord Coke alfo to 
prove that any Parliament can a- 
bridge, fufpend or qualify the aéts 
of apreceding Parliament. Itisa 
maxim in their laws, that “* Leges 
pofteriores priores contrarias abro. 
gant.” After having fully proved 
that conftitution, flatute, lacy and 
ordinance are words of fimilar im- 
port, and that the conttitution of 
Virginia is at any time alterable by 
the ordinary Legiflature, he pro- 
ceeds to prove the danger to which 
the rights of the people are expof- 
ed for want of an unalterable form 
of government. ‘The firft proof of 
this danger he mentions, is, the 
power which the Affembly exer- 
cifes of determining its own quo- 
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rum. The Britifh Parliament fix- 
es its own quorum.—The former 
Affemblies of Virginia did the fame. 
During the war the Legiflature de- 
termined that forty members fhould 
be a quorum to proceed to bufi- 
nefs, altho not a fourth part of the 
whole houfe. The danger of de- 
lay, it was judged, would warrant 
the meafure. This. precedent, our 
writer fuppofes, is fubverfive of the 
principles of the government, and 
dangerous to liberty. 

It is a diétate of natural law that 
a majority foould govern ; and the 
principle is univerfally received 
and eftablifhed in all focieties, 
where no other mode has been ar- 
bitrarily fixed. ‘This natural sight 
cannot be alienated in perpetuusm ; 
for althoa Legiflature, or even the 
body of the people may refign the 
powers of government to forty or 
to four men, when they pleaie, vet 
they may likewife refume them 
at pleafure. 

The people may, if they pleafe, 
create a dictator on an emergency 
in war, but his creation would not 
deftroy, but merely /u/pend the natu- 
ral right of the Lex majoris partis. 
Thus forty members, a Minority 
of the Legiflature of Virginia, were 
empowered during a dangerous in- 
vafion, to legiflate for the Siate ; 
but any fubfequent Affembly might 
have divefted them of that power. 
During the cperation of the law, 
vetting them with this power, their 
ats were binding upon the State ; 
becaufe their power was derived 
from the general fenfe of the State 
—it was actually derived from a 
legal majority. But that majority 
could, at any moment, refume the 








* Calvini Lexicon Juridicum. 


+ See Lazvs of the Saxon Kings. 
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power and practice on their natu- 
ral rizht. 

It is a ttanding law of Conneéti- 
cut that forty men fhould be a quo- 
rum of the Loufe of Reprefenta- 
tives, which confilts of about 170 
members, The date of this law, 
Icannot find; but prefume it mut 
have exiited for half a century; 
andi! am confident that it never 
excited a murmur, or a fufpicion 
that the liberties of the people 
were in danger, Yet this law ere- 
ates an oligarchy ; it isan infringe- 
ment of natural-right ; it: fubjects 
the State to the poflibility, and 
even the probability of being go- 
verned at times by a minority. 
The acquiefcence of the State, in 
the extitence of the law, gives va- 
lidity, and even the fanétion of a 
majority, to the aéts of that minor- 
itv ; but the majority may at any 
time refume their natural right, 
and make the affent of more than 
half of the members, neceflary to 
give validity to their determin- 
ations. 

The danger therefore arifing 
from a power in the Aflembly to 
determine their own quoram, is 
mercly ideal ; for no law can be 
perpetual—the authority of a ma- 
jority of the people or of their Re- 
prefentatives, is always competent 
to repeal any act that it found un- 
jal or inconvenient. The acqui- 
efcence however of the people of 


“the States mentioned,-and that in 


oneef them for a long courie ‘of 
years, Unger an oligarchy; o¢ their 
fubmiffion to the power of a mi- 
nority, is an inconteftible proof of 
what I have before obferved, that 
theories and forms of government are 
empty things—that the {pirit ofa go. 





N MEN T. 


vernment fprings immediately from 
the temper of tne pcople—and the 
exercife of it will generally take 
its tone from their feelings. 
proves likewife that a anion of inter. 
efts between the rulers and the peo. 
ple, which union will always co. 
exilt with free elections, is not on- 
ly the def, but the only fecurity for 
their liberties which they can with 
for and demand. The govem. 
ment of Conneéticut is a folid proof 
of thefe truths. The Affembly of 
that State have always had power 
to abolith trial by jury, to. reftrain 
the liberty of the prefs, to fafpend 
the habeas corpus act, to maintain 
a ftanding army, in {hort to com- 
mand every engine of de‘potilm; 
yet by fome means or other ithap- 
pens that the rights of che people 
are not invaded, and the fubjetts 
have generally been better fatished 
with: the laws, than the people of 
any Other State. ‘The reafon 5, 
ti Legiflature is a part of the peo- 
ple, and has the fame interef. Va 
law fhould prove bad, the Legifla 
ture can repeal it ; but in the a 
alterable bills of rights in fome of 
the States, if an article fhould prove 
wrong and opprefiive, an ordinary 
Legiflature cannot repeal or amend 
it; and the State will hardly think 
of calling a fpecial convention for 
io trifling a purpofe. In a future 
paper, I fho!l take notice of fome 
articles, in feveral of the State-con- 
ftitutions, which are glaring. 40 
fractions of the firit rights of free- 
men ; yet they affect not a major 
ity of the community, and centu- 
ries may elapfe before the evil can 
be redrefied, and a refpectable clals 
of men reftored to the enjoyment 
of their rights, 
To 
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To prove the want of an usal- 
tereble confitution in Virginia, Mr, 
Jefferfon informs us that in 1776, 
during the diitreffed circumftances 
oftheState,a propofition was madein 
the Houte of Delegates to create a 
Diétator, invefted with every pow- 
er, legiflative, executive and judi- 
cial civil and military. In June, 
1781, under a great calamity, the 
propofition wes repeated, and was 
near being pafied, By the warmth 
he difcovers in reprobating this 
propofal, one muft fuppofe that 
the creation of a Diftator even for 
a few months, would have buried 
every remain of freedom, Yet he 
feems to allow that the ttep would 


have been juitified, had there exitt- 


ed an irreffable neceffity. 

Altho it is poflible that a cafe 
mzy happen in which the creation 
of «a Diétator might be the only re- 
fort to fave life, liberty, proper- 
ty, and the State, as it happened 
in Rome more than once; yet I 
fhould dread his power as much 
as any man, were I not convinced 
that the fame men that appointed 
him, could, in a moment, firip 
him of his tremendous authority. 
A Didtator, with an army {uperior 
to the firength of the State, would 
bea defpot ; but Mr. Jeflerfon’s 
fears feem grounded on the autho- 
rity derived from the Legiflature. 
A conceflion of power frem the 
Legiflature, or the people, is a vo- 
luntary fufpenfion of a natural ux- 
alienable right ; and is refumeable 
at the expiration of the period fpe- 
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cified, or the moment it is abufed. 
A State can never alienate a natu- 
ral right—for it cannot legillate 
for thoie who are not in exiftence. 
It may confent to fufpend that 
right for great and temporary pur- 
pofes ; but were every freeman in 
Virginia to aflent to the creation 
of a perpetual Di&ator, the aét in 
itfeit would be void. The expe- 
dient of creating a Didtater is dan- 
gerous, and no free people would 
willingly refort to it—but there 
may be times when this expedient 
is neceflary to fave a State from 
ruin, and when every man in a 
State would cheerfully give his 
fuffrage for adopting it. At the 
fame time, a temporary invefliture 
of unlimited powers in one man, 
may be abufec—it may be an in- 
fluential precedent—and the con- 
tinuance of it mey ‘urnith the dic- 
tator with the means of perpetua- 
ting his efice. ‘The ditirefs of a 
people muft be extieme, before a 
serious thought ot a Dittatorcan be 
juftifizble. But the people who 
create, can annihilate a Didtator; 
their right to govern themfelves 
cannot be refigned by any aét what- 
ever, altho extreme cafes may vin- 
dicate them in fu/pending the ex- 
ercife of it. Even prefcription can- 
not exift againit this right; and 
every nation in Europe has a natu- 
ral right to depofe its King and 
take the government into its own 
hands. 
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From Mr. N. WEBSTER ¢o the Rev. Dr. STILES, Prefident of Yaug 
Cotrece, on the Remains of the Fortifications im the Westeay 


Country. 


Dated New-York, January 20, 1788. 


REV. SIR, 
ie my Letter of the 15th ult. 


I gave a purticular account of 
the travels of Ferdinand de Soto in- 
to Florida, with the courfe of his 
marches, and his winter quarters. 
From the facts there itated, it ap- 
pears probable that he threw up 
many of the brealt-works or forts 
which are ftill to be traced in the 
Carolinas and Georgia, on the Ohio 
and the Millifippi. Nor have I 
a doubt that thofe old forts difco- 
vered by Mr.Carver, may be af- 
cribed to the fame expedition, as 
it is evident Ferdinand was north 
of the Miffoori, and remained 40 
days at Pacaha, which was proba- 
bly on the Miflifippi or the river 
St. Prerre. Still it remains quef- 
tionable whether ali the forts dif- 
covered in thefe weflern regions 
can be rationaily afcribed to Fer- 
dinand. ‘To this opinion, the ex- 
tent of the works at Mufkingum is 
a forceahle objection. I rely on 
Capt. Heart’s defeription of thefe 

works, publifhed in the Columbian 
Magazine for May 1787 ; for it is 
taken from actual menfuration. By 
this defcription itappears that there 
are two forts, nearly ie-the fame 
form, at a diitance from each other, 
hat the area of one is much larger 
thanthatoftheother. ‘The largeit 
is called, for diftinétions fake, the 
town, which is furrounded with a 
line of walls of earth from fix to ten 
fect high, and from twenty to forty 


feet thick ; and this line of walls is 
about a quarter of a mile fquare. 
From an opening on the weit fide 
there is a covered way 120 feet 
wide, and leading 120 yards to the 
low grourds. ‘This way is guard. 
ed on each fide with walls, raifed 
nearly to a plane with the wallsof 
the town, and confequently 30 feet 
high at their termination in the low 
grounds. At the north welt cor. 
ner of the town, there is an oblong 
mount, 74 by 44 yards fquare, and 
fix fecthigh. Nearthe touth wall 
is another mount 50 by 40 yards, 
befides others of Jefs confideration 
in other quarters of the fort. The 
other fort is about half the fize of 
the foregoing, with openings in the 
center of the oppofite walls, and at 
the angles, fome of which are guar- 
ded by circular mounts ten feet 
high, 

At a {mall diftance from the lat- 
ter fort, isa pyramid or circular 
mount, a little oval, so feet high, 
390 in circumference, furrounded 
with a ditch, 5 feet deepand 1g feet 
wide ; a parapet outward 759 feet 
in circumference, with an open- 
ing in the parapet towards the fort. 
Between the town and fortification 
are feveral large caves, mounts, 
graves, &c. 

Thefe are the outlines of Mr. 
Heart’s defcription. Now the quel- 
tion arifes, could thefe extenfive 
Works be railed by Ferdinands ar- 
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my, which confifted of little more 
than twelve hundred men; and 
that in the fhort {pace of 4. months? 
If Ferdinand was at Mufkingum 
at all, it was the fecond winter after 
his landing; and he was in quar- 
ters but little more than 4 months, 
viz. fromthe 18th of December 
to the 25th of April; or could fuch 
fortifications be neceflary to fecure 
his troops and horfes ? It not, we 
know of no motive which could in- 
duce him to beftow fo much labor 
onhis camp. Thefle confiderati- 
ons make it very probleimatical, 
whether thefe works arc to be afcri- 
bed to the Spaniards. 

To aflift in refolving this guefti- 
on, it muft be mentioned that Fer- 
dinand had frequently feveral hun- 
dred Indians in his fervice. The 
Caffigue of Ocuta furnifhed him 
with four hundred of his fabjedts. 
Great numbers were furnifhed by 
other Caffiques, who were upon 
good terms with Ferdinand, as he 
marched through their diltricts ; 
and others,who felt {ome relulance 
in carrying the baggage for the Spa- 
niards, were compelled to do it. 
Befides thefe attendants, FerJi- 
nand, whenever be was oppofed by 
arms, defeated the Indians and took 
a number of prifoners, which he 
retained as flaves.§ What number 
he had in his fervice at Chicaca, the 
fuppofed Mufkingum, is not men- 
tioned ; but on his arrival, it is 
exprefsiy faid, he fent for the Caf- 
fique in a friendly manner, who 
came alfo and made him prefents 
of mantles and fkins. From theife 
facts and circumftances, it appears 
that Ferdinand was in a country 
well peopled by Indians, which 
made it neceflary for him to fecure 

troops from a fudd_n aitack ia 


their quarter?, and he doubukfs 
availed himfelf of their friendfhip 
on his firft arrival, to procure their 
afit.nce in fortifying his camp. 
He might have five hundred or a 
thoufard Indians to empl-y wih 
his own troops in confiruCling thefe 
works, 

The disifion of his camp into 
two furts, may be eafily accounied 
for, by confidering he had f{everal 
‘hundred horfes anda vaft number 
of {wine to fecure’fr.m the Indi- 
ans, Whe fon had a tafle of iwines 
ficfh and began to fteal the pig:, 
One fort was probably refeived fig 
thefe, Yer even thefe circumftan- 
ces will hardly obviate the objc&ii- 
on. I[tisalm-flincredible that io 
fmall a number of men fhould e- 
reat fuch vaft fortifications, oa that 
fomuch artand defign fou d beie- 
ceflary in guarding a temporary 
camp. ‘That the ‘nativgs of tiis 
country did fometimcs throw up 
breait works of earth is a faét. Mi. 
Smith in his hillosy of New Jere 
fey page 136, obferves, “that differ- 
ent nations wee frequently at war 
with each other, of which hufband- 
men fometimes find remaining 
marks intheir ficlds. A little be- 
low the falls of Delaware, cn 
the Jerfey fide and at Point-no- 
point in Pennfylvania, and feveral 
other places, were banks that wee 
formerly thrown up for intrench- 
ments againft incurfions of the 
neighboring Indians, who in ca- 
noes ufed fometimes to goin war- 
like bodies from one province .o 
another.” Such remaius ase uii- 
covered in every part of America, 
but in none of thein do we find 
fuch traces of immenfe labor aud 
proficiency in the art of ‘ortifica- 
tion,as in the woiks of Mufkingum, 
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oat 
Ferdinand frequently found tribes 
of Indians, fortiied againit his ap- 
proaches ; but he defcribes their 
works as mere lines of pal.ilades ; 
never once mentioning a wall of 
earth or ftone, or an intrenchment. 
Tt is certain however that Ferdi- 
nand always, when it was practi- 
cable, chofe for his camp an Indi- 
an fettlement; for his troops de- 
pended for fubfiftence on their flores 
of maize and beans. He might find 
fuch a fettlement on the banks of 
the Mufkingum, ferrounded with 
jJome kind of rude wall which he 
might improve into a regular forti- 
fication. That he was in a popu- 
Jous country is certain, and why 
gnight not the natives fortify on the 
Muskingum as wellas on the Dela- 
ware? 

But how fhall we account for 
the mounts, caves, graves, &c. and 
for the contents, which evince the 
exiftence of the cultom of burning 
the dead or their bones ; can thefe 
be afcribed to the Spaniards? I 
prefume, Sir, you wil] be of opi- 
nion they cannot. Mr. Heart fays 
thefe graves are fmall mounts of 
earth, from fome of which human 
bones have been taken; in one 
were found bones in the natural 
polition of a man, buried nearly 
eaft and welt, and a quantity of 
ifing ylafs on his breait; in the 
other graves, the bones were irre- 
gular, fome calcined by fire, others 
burnt only toa certain degree, fo 
as to render them more durable ; 
in others the mouldered bones re- 
tain their fhape, without any fub- 
ftlance, others are partly rotten and 
at the remains of decayed 

sones ; in moft of the graves were 
found ftones evidently burnt, 


pieces 
‘> ys 
of charcoal, Indian arrows and pie. 
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ces of earthen ware, which appear. 
ed to be a compofition of thells ang 
cement. 

That thefe mounts and gravey 
aie the works of the native Indi- 
ans, is very evident; for fuch fimall 
mounts are {cattered over every part 
of North America. ‘ It was cuf- 
tomary with the Indians of the 
Wett-Jerfey,” fays Mr. Smith, 
page 137, ** when they buried the 
dead, to put family utenfils, bows 
and arrows, and fometimes wam- 
pum into the grave,as tckensof their 
affection. When a perfon of note 
died far from the place of his own 
relidcnce, they would carry his 
bones to be buried there. They 
wafhed and perfumed the dead, 
painted the face, and followed fin- 
gly, left the dead in a fitting pol: 
ture and covered the grave pyrami- 
dically. They were very curious 
in preferving and repairing the 
graves of their dead and penfively 
vifited them.” 

It is faid by the Englifh who are 
belt acquainted with the manners 
of the natives, that they had a cul- 
tom of colleéting at certain ftated 
periods, all the bones of their de- 
ccafed friends and burying them in 
fame common grave. Over thefe 
cemetaries or general repofitories of 
the dead, were ereéted thofe vatt 
heaps of earth or mounts, fimilar 
to thofe which are called in Eng- 
land barreavs, and which are dil- 
covered in every part of the United 
States, 

The Indians feem to have had 
two methods of burying the dead; 
one was, io depofit one body (or at 
moft but a fmall number of bodies) 
in a place-and cover it with ftones, 
thrown together in a carelefs man- 
ner, The pile thus formed would 

naturally 
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naturally be nearly circular, but 
thofe niles that are difcovered are 
fomething oval. Inthe neighbor- 
hood of my fathers houfe, about 
feven miles from Hartford, on the 
public road to Farmington, there 
is one of thofe Carrnedds or heaps 
of fione. I often paffed by it in 
the early part of my youth, but ne- 
yer meafured its circumference or 
examined its contents. My pre- 
fent opinion is, that its circumfer- 
ence is about twenty-five teet. The 


_Gnhabitants in the neighborhood 


report,-.as a tradition received from 


the natives, that an Indian was bu- 


ried there, and that itis the cuftom 
for every Indian that fafles by to 
caft a ftone upon the heap. This 
cuftom I have never feen praétifed, 
but have no doubt of its exiitence; 
as it is confirmed by the general 
teftimony of the firfl American fet- 


- thers.* 


The other mode of burying the 
dead, was to depcofit a vait number 
of bodies, or the bones which were 
taken from the fingle {cattered 
graves, in acommon cemetary, and 
rover them raife vaft ¢umuli or bar- 
rows, fuch as the mount at Muf- 
kingum, which is 390 feet in cir- 
cumference and soteet high. The 


beft account cf thefe cemetaries 
may be found in Mr. fefferfon’s 
notes on Virginia, which will appear 
the moft fatistaétory to the reader in 
his own words, 

“ I know of no fuch thing exift- 
ing asan Indian monument, for I 
would not honor with that name, 
arrow points, ftone hatchets, ftone 
pipes, and half fhapen images. Of 
labor, on the large feale, I think 
there are no remains as reipectable 
as would be acommon ditch for 
the draining of lands, unlefs it be 
the barrows of which many are to 
be found all over this country. 
Thefe are of different fizes, fome 
of them conftruéted of earth, and 
fome of loofe ftones. ‘That they 
were repofitories of the dead has 
been obvious to eal]; Dut on what 
particular occalion conitructed, was 
matter of doubt. Some have 
thought they covered the bones of 
thofe who have fallen in battles, 
fought on the fpot of interment. 
Some afcribe chem ¢ 
{aid to prevail among the Indians,of 
colle€ting at certain period 
bones of all their dead, wherever 
depofited atthe time of death. Others 
again fuppofed them the general 
fepulcher for towns, conjectured to 





* The exifience of a cuftom of paying re/pe to theje Indian heaps, as they 





are called, is pr oved by a ludicrous pradiice, that prevails awmi0ng ihe Anglo- 
Americans in the vicinity, of ‘making firangers pull of their hats as they pa/s 
by this grave. A man paffing by with one who is a Rranger to the cuftom, 
never fails to prafife a jeft upon him, by telling him that a fpider, a cater- 
pillar or fome other infect is upon his hat ; the unfufpetiing traveller immed- 
ately takes off his hat, to brufh away the offending infe@, and finds by a roar 
of laughter, that a trick is put upon bim. 1 have often feen this trick played 
upon firangers, and upon the neighbors who happen to be off their guard, to the 
great amufement of the country people. The jeft however, isa proof that the 
aborigines paid a re[pec to thefe rude monuments, and in ridicule of that ref- 
feet, probably, originated the vulgar pradiice of the Englifo which exifts to 
this day, r 

have 





























































Leet 





I a ES SE Bares: 


ali SE ager RY MSY es 0 


a t__ O 





150 A N T IT 





have been on or near thefe grounds 
and this opinion was fupported by 
the quality of the lands in which 
they are found, (thofe conttructed of 
earth being generally in the fofteft 
and moit fertile meadow grounds on 
river fides) and by a tradition faid 
to be handed down from the abo- 
riginal Indians, that when they fet- 
tled in a town, the firft perfon who 
died was placed erect and earth put 
about him fo as to cover and fup- 
port him; that when another died, 
a narrow paflage was dug to the 
firft, the fecond reclined againft 
him,and the cover of earth replaced, 
and foon. There being one of 
thefe in my neighborhood I wifhed 
to fatisfy myfelf whether any, and 
which of thefe opinions were juft ; 
for this purpote I determincd’so o- 
pen and examine it thoroughly. It 
was fituated on the low grounds of 
the Rivanna, about two miles above 
its principal fork andoppofite to 
fome hills on which had been an 
Indian town. It was of a fphero- 
idical form, of about 40 feet dia 
meter at the bafc, and had beea of 
about 12 feet altitude, tho now re- 
duced by the plow to feven and a 
half ; having been under cultiva- 
tion about a dozen years. Before 
this, it was covered with trees of 12 
inches diameter, and round the bafe 
was an excavation of five feet depth 
and width, from whence the earth 
had been taken, of which the hil- 
lock was formed. I firit dug fu- 
perficially in feveral parts of it and 
came to collections of human bones 
at different depths, {rom fix inches 
to three feet, below the furface, 
Theté were lying in the utmoft con. 
fufion, fome vertical, fome obligue, 
fome horizontal, and directed to e. 
Very point of the compafs, entan- 
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gled and held together in clufters by 
the earth. Bones of the molt dif. 
tant parts were found together ; 
as for inftance, the [mall bones of 
the foot in the hollow of a fcull; 
many fculls were fometimes in con- 
taét, lying on the face, on the fide, 
on the back, top or bottom, foa 
on the whole, to give the idea of 
bonesemptied promifcuoufly froma 
bag or bafket, and covered over 
with earth, without any aitention 
totheirorder. The oones of which 
the greateft numbers remained, 
were iculls, jaty bones, teeth, the 
bones of the arms, thighs, legs, 
feet and hands. A few iibs re- 
mained, fome vertibre of the neck 
and fpine, without their procefles, 
and one inftance only of the b-ne 
which ferves as the bafe to the ver 
tebral column (the os facrum).” 

After making fome remarks on 
the flate of putrefaétion in which 
the bones appeared, and on the dif- 
covery of the bones of infants, Mr. 
Jefferfon voeson, “ I proceeded 
then to make a perpendicular cut 
thro the body of the barrow, that 
I might examine its internal itruc- 
ture. This paffed about three feet 
from its center, was opened to the 
former furface of earth, and was 
wide enough for a man to walk 
thro and examine its fides. 

At the bottom, that is on the le- 
vel of thecircumjacent plain,! found 
bones; above thefe a few {tones 
brought from a cliff, a quarter of 
amiie off, and from the river one 
eighth of amile off. Then a large 
interval of earth, then a ftratum of 
bones, and foon. At one end of 
the fection, were four ftrataof bones 
plainly diftinguifhable; at the o- 
ther, three; the ftrata in one part 
hot ranging with thofe in another, 


The 














a ae i ni nn 






her ; 
€s of 
{cull 
1 Con. 
fide, 
fo as 
lea of 


roma 
over 
ntion 
hich 
ined, 

the 
legs, 
‘Te. 
neck 
Ales, 
) ne 
Vere 
> 


$ on 
ich 
dif- 
Mr. 
ded 
cut 
hat 


UC- 


‘he 
/as 
Jk 











The bones neareft the furface were 
Jeaft decayed. No holes were dif- 
covered in any of them, as if made 
with bullets, arrows or other wea- 
pons. I conjectured that in this 
barrow might have been a thou- 
fand fkeletons. Every one will 
readily feize the ciicumflances a- 
bove related, which militate againtt 
the opinion, that it covered the 
bones only of perfons fallenin bat- 
tle; and againft the tradition alfo 
which would make it the common 
fepulcher of a town, in which the 
bodies were placed upright, and 
touching each other. Appearances 
certainly indicate,that it hasderived 
both origin and growth from the 
accuitomary collection of bones and 
depofition of them togetker; that 
the firft colie€&tion had been depo- 
fied on the common furface of the 
earth, that a few ftones were put o- 
ver it, and then acovering of earth, 
that the fecond had been laid on 
this, had covered more or lefs of it 
in preportion to the number of 
bones, and was then alfo covered 
with earth and fo on. ‘The fol- 
lowing are the particular circum- 
ftances, which give it this afpeét. 
1 The number of bones, 2 ‘The 
ftrata in one part having no corref- 
pondence with thofe in another. 
3 The different ftates of decay in 
thefe ftrata, which feem to indicate 
adifference in the time of inhu- 
mation. 4 The exiitence of in- 
fant bones among them. 

But on whatever occafion they 
may have been made, they are of 
confiderable notoriety among the 
Indians ; for a party pafling about 
thirty years ago, thro the part of 
the country where this barrow is, 
Went thro the woods direétly to it, 
Without any inftruGtions or enqui- 
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ry, and having ftaid about it fome 
time, with expreflions which were 
conitrued to be thofe of forrow, 
they returned to the high road 
which they had left about halfa 
dozen miles, to pay this vifit, and 
purfued their journey. There is 
another barrow, much refembling 
this in the low grounds cf the fouth 
branch of the Shenandoah, where 
it is crofled by the road leading 
from the Rock-fifh Gap to Staun- 
ton. Both of thele have within 
thefe dozen years, been cleared of 
their trees and put under cultiva- 
tion, are much reduced in their 
height, and fpread in width, by 
the plow, and will probably dif- 
appear intime. ‘There is another 
on a hill in the blue ridge of mour- 
tains, afew miles north of Wood’s 
Gap, which is made up of {mall 
itones thrown together. ‘This has 
been opened and found to contain 
haman bones, as the others do. 
There are alfo others in other parts 
of the country.” 

From this account of Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, to whofe induitry and talents, 
the fciences and his country will 
ever be indebted, we may fairly 
conclude that the mounts at Muf- 
kingum are the work of the na- 
tive Indians. It is however ne 
ceflary to notice two or three par- 
ticulars, inthe appearance of thofe 
at Mufkingum, which are not dif- 
covered (or not mentioned by Mr. 
Jefferfon) in the ftructure of that 
which he examined. ‘Thefe are 
the ifing-glafs, the earthen ware, 
the charcoal, and the calcination of 
the bones by fire. As to the firit 
it is well known that the ifing-glafs 
js found only in particular parts of 
America, and the favages in other 
parts could not obtain it. Mr. Jef- 


- 


ferfon. 











oR rg eee et 
: 


PEST SES. 


AE Tae TS 


t52 yor Re 


—_— 


ferfon mentions no difcovery of 
earthen ware, but it was ufed by 
the Indians in every part of Ame- 
rica. The piece you once fhewed 
me, fir, is a fpecimen of what is 
found wherever there has been an 
Indian town. Pieces of it are dug 
up frequently in the meadows on 
Connecticut river. It appears to 
be formed of pare clay, or of thells 
and cement, hardened by fire, and 
as we might naturally fuppofe, 
without glazing. By fections of 


veflels which remain, it is evi- © 


dent they were wrought with great 
ingenuity and into beautiful and 
convenient forms, 

The charcoal and calcination of 
fome bones are a proof that there 
has exiftéd, among the favages of 
America, acuftom of burning the 
dead, or their bones after the dif- 
folution of the ficth. It does not 
appear that this cuitom was gene- 
ral, butit is not at all furprifing to 
find that fuch a practice has exilted 
in this country; fince it has been 
frequent among the uncivilized na- 
tions on the eattern continent. 

The natural dedudtions from the 
foregoing facts are thefe, that the 
mounts or barrows in every. part of 
America were the cemetaries of the 
native Indians—of thefe there were 
large fettlements at the mouth of 
Mufkingum where the fortificati- 
ons are difcovered—but that the 
original conftruétion, or the im- 
provement of the walls of earth, 
mutt be afcribed to Ferdinand and 
his body of Spaniards. 

After all I muft admit a poffibi- 
lity that the lait conclufion is not 
well founded, and it mutt perhaps 
require clearer proof than can now 
be obtained, to render this account 
of the conftruion of the foris, fa- 
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tisfactory. to moft enquirers. Lag 

fenfible, fir, that you have enter. 
_ tained an opinion that the ftory of 
Madoc, the Welch Prince, may be 
true, and that itis poflible the for. 
tifications at Mufkingum may be 
the work of his colony. Of the 
truth of this conclufion there is per- 
haps no direét evidence, and yet 
collateral evidence may be obtain. 
ed, that it is not chimerical. There 
is fuch a furprifing affinity between 
the Indian mounts and the barrows 
or ce:netaries which are remaining 
in England, but particularly in 
Wales and Anglefev, the laft re- 
treats of the original Britons, that 
we can hardly refolve it into acom: 
mon principle of analogy that fub- 
fiits between nations in the fame 
ttage of fociety; but” incredulity 
itfelf will acknowledge the proba: 
bility, that the primitive inhabi- 
tants of Britain and America had 
acommon ftock from which they 
were derived, long fince the age of 
the firft parent: not that I believe 
North America to be’ peopled fo 
Jate as the twelfth century, the pe- 
riod of Madoc’s migration, but 
fuppofing America to have been 
fettied two or three thoufana years 
before that period, a {fubfequent 
colony might pafs the Atlantic and 
bring the Roman improvements Im 
fortification. 

Waving further conjectures,I beg 
leave to defcribe the analogy be- 
tween the barrows in England and 
Wales, andin America. Thiswill 
be Rriking and cannot fail to en- 
tertain a curious reader, becaufe it 
is attended with pofizive proofs. 

In England, Scotland, Wales 
and the ifland Angiefey, there are 
numbers of monuments erected by 
the ancients; but the moft — 
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able are generally found in the two 
latter, whither the old Britons re- 
treated from their Reman and 
Saxon conquerers: and Angilefey,the 
ancient Mona, is fuppofed to have 
been the chief feat of the Druids. 
The remains of moft confequence 
are the cromlechs, the tumuli, and 
‘the cumuli or carnedds.  Cramlech, 
ifthe word is*derived from the 
Britith roots from lacch, figuifies 
a bending fone.* ‘This is the com- 
mon opinion, asRowland obierves.+} 
If we trace the origin to the He- 
brew, the root of the old Britifh,t 
we fhali find it not Jefs fignifica- 
tive 5 for cerem luach lignify devoted 
fone or altar. Tneie cromiechs conhitt 
of large ltones, pitched on end in 
the earth,as fupporters, upon which 
is laid a broad ftone of a vait fize. 
The fupporters ttand in a bending 
poiture, and are from three to feven 
feet high. The top ftone is often 
found to be of twenty or thirty tons 
weight, and remains to this day on 
the pillars. Numbers of thefe are 
found in Wales and Anglefey ; but 
none 1s more remarkable than thac 
in Wiltthire, called fone Le eee, tor 
a full defeription ct which 1 mutt 
beg leave to refer you to Camden’s 
Britannia, vol. I, page 1 tg. Theic 
cromiechs are duubilels works of 
great antiquity 5 but for what pur- 
pole they were erected, at fuch an 
immenie expenfe of time gad la- 
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bor as would be neceflary to cou- 
vey tlones of thirty tons weight a 
confiderable diltance, and raile 
them feveral feet, is not eafily de- 
termined. The probability is 
that they were altars fur [aciifice. 
as pieces of burnt bones and afhes 
are found nearthem. ‘They mighc 
allo be ufed in other ceremonies, 
under the druidical fyflem, as the 
ratification of covenants, &c. As 
this kind of monument is not found 
in America, ] will wave a further 
confideration’ of it—obferving only 
that it was an ancient practice a- 
mong the eallern nations, to raile 
heaps of flones, as witneffles of a- 
greements, and facrifice upon them, 
as a fulemn ratification of thé act 
of the parties. Many initences 
of this ceremony are mentioned it 
the old teflament. The covenanc 
between Jacob and Laban was 
witnefled by a heap of ftones, which 
ferved alio as a boundary between 
their refpective claims. ‘* and Ja- 
cob offered facrifice upon the mouut, 
that is, the heap, axd called his bre- 
thren to eat bread.” Gen. 34, S+- 
A funilar cultom feenis to have pre- 
vailed among the primitive Britons. 

But the Tumuli, barrows or 
mounts of earth, which remain in 
niulcitudes in Ergland and Wales, 
are conttru€ted exacily in the man- 
ner of the barrows, defcribed by 
Mr. Jefferion and Mr. Heart. Oue 





*™ Camden's Britannia, volume Il, 


+ Mona Antiz. Refaur, page 47. 


t Vhat the primitive Britons may 
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claim a very dire defcert from the 


ancient inbabitants of &yria and Phenicia, whofe languages were but branck- 
es from the fame common fieck, with as Hebrew, may be made to appear pro- 
bable by a comparijon of their cuficms 5 Lut may be almcft demonflrated by a 
coilation of the old Britifp languece with the Hebriw roots. This beccags bo 
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of thefe in Wilthhire, Camden thus 
defcribes.* ‘© Here Seélbury, a 
round hill, rifes to a confiderable 


height and feems by the fafhion of 


it, and the fliding down of the 
earth about ic, to have been caft 
up by mens hands. Of this fort 
there are many in this country, 
round end-copped, which are call. 
ed burrows or barrows ; perhaps 
raifed in memory of the foldiers 
flain there. For doves are found in 
them, and I have read. it was a cul- 
tom among the northern people, 
that every foldier who furvived 2 
battle, fhould bring a helmet full 
of earth towards the raifing of mo- 
numents for their fain fellows.” 

This is faid to be the largeft and 
moft uniform barrow in the coun- 
try, and perhaps in England ; and 
I regret that the height and cir- 
cumference are not mentioned. 
I am however informed verbally 
by a gentleman who has vifited 
England,,that fome of thefe tumuli 
appear to have been nearly 100 feet 
high.t There are alfo in the 
fame county feveral kinds of bar- 
rows of different fizes—fome fur- 
rounded with trenches—other: not 
—fome with ftones ict round them, 
others without any—the general 
figure of them is nearly circular, 
but a little oval. 

In Penbrokefhire, in Wales, 
Camden informs ust “ there are 
divers ancient tumuli, or artificial 
mounts for urn-burial, whereof 
the moft notable I have fcen, are 
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thofe four, called frizeu kemaes, of 
the borrows of demeas. One of 
thefe a gentleman of the neigh! 
borhood, out of curiofity, and for 
the fatisfaCtion of fome friends, 
caufed lattly to be dup ; dnd dif 
covered therein five urns, which 
contained a confiderable quantity 
of burnt bones and afhes.” {f 
there ‘is any difference between 
thefe barrows, and thofe at ‘Mof. 
kingum, it is this, that in Wales 
the bones were lodged in urns— 
probably this was the fate of the 
bodies of eminent men only, or it 
proves a greater degree of improve. 
ment in, Britain than appears a. 
mong the American favages. 

In Caermardhinhhire, there isa 
barrow of a fingular kind.’ It is 
called, krig y dyre (probably’ the 
Kisip’s barrow*) Thecircumference 
at bottom is fixty paces, and its 
height about fix yards. It rifes by 
an eafy afcent to the top, which 
is hollow, ‘This is a heap of earth, 
raifed over a Carnedd or pile of 
flones. In the center of the cavt- 
ty on the top, there is a large flat 
ftone, about nine feet by five ; be- 
neath this was founda 4i/-qvaen, 
a kind of ftone cheft, four feet and 
a half by three, made up of ftones, 
and within andabout it were found 
a few pieces of “brick gad ftones. 
This might have beef the tomb of 
adrui@@or prince. ~ 

Theéumuli of ttones or caernedds, 
as they are called by the Welch, 
from kerea neah, a coped heap, are 





* Britannia, volume 1, page 127. 
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t One ai large as that is faid to be found at Grave Creek, about 80 miles 


above Mufingum. 
t Volume IT, page 763. 
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fcattered over the welt of England 
and Wales, and appear to have 
been railed in the manner Of our 
Indian heaps, and for the fame 
purpole 5 viz to prelferve the me- 
mory,of the dead. Every Indian 
in this country that pafles one of 
thefe heaps, throws a ftone upon it. 
Rowland remarks that the fame 
cufom exifls among the vulgar 
Welch tothis day ; and if 1 mif- 
take not, Camden takes noticed of 
the fame practice. Rowland fays. 
‘© in theie cael ccithic, (certrin fet- 
tivals) people ule, even to this day, 
to throw and oifer each one his 
ftone, tho they know not the rea- 
fon. .The .common traditiow. is, 
that thefe heaps cover the graves 
of men, fignal either for eminent 
virtues, or notorious villanies,: on 
which every perfon looked on him- 
felf obliged as he pafled by, to be- 
flow a itone, in veneration of his 
good life, or in deteitation of his 
vilenefs.” This practice now pre- 
vails in Wales and Angiefey, mere- 
ly asa mark of contempt, 

The Carzedds in America an- 
fwer exactly the defcription of 
thofe in Wales, and the praétice of 
throwing upon the heap cach man 
his ftone as he pafizs by, exifts a- 
mong the Indiaws, in its purity ; 
thatis, as a “ark of refped. 

It is faid by authors that mounts, 
and piles of ftones are found like- 
wife in Denmark and Sweden ; 
but in conitruétion they differ from 
thofe found in Britain. Yet from 
the foregoing defcriptions, taken 
from authentic teftimony, it ap- 
pears, that between the barrows in 
England and America, the manner 

_ Of conftruéting them in both, and 
the purpofes to which they were 


-~~--— 
applied, there is an snalogy, rare- 
ly to be traced ‘in works of fuch 
confeqtencé, among nations whofe 
iutercourfe ceafed at Bibel—an an- 
alogy that we could hardly fuppofe 
would exift’ among nations de- 
fcended from different flocks. This 
analogy however, without better 
evidence, will not demonitrate the 
direct defcent Of the Indians from 
the ancient Celts or Britons. But 
as all the primitive inhabitants of 
the weit of Europe were evidently 
of the fame ftock, it is natural to 
fuppofe they might pais from Nor- 
way to Iceland, from Iceland ‘to 
Greenland, and -from thence to 
Labrador ; and thus the North. 
American favages may claim. a 
common origin with the ptimiiive 
Britons and Celts. This fuppofi- 
tion has fome foundation, and is 
by no means.obviated by Cuok’s 
late difcoveries in the Pacific ocean. 

Thefe are however but conjec- 
tures. Future dilcoveries may 
throw morelightupon thele fubjecis, 
At prefent, afew facis only can 
be collected to amufe a concempla- 
tive mind, and perhaps lead to en- 
quiries which will sefultin a fa- 
tisfactory account.of the firit peo. 
pling of America, and of the few 
remains of antiquity which it af- 
fords. 

Your candor and friendhip, 
joined with a talte for fach invetti- 
gations, will, 1 flatter mytelf, apo- 
logize for my prefumption in wri- 
ting this to a gentieman of known 
{kill andeminent acquair* ice with 
antiquities, and who is weil quali- 
fied to furnifh me with an exten 
five knowledge of thefe fubjeéts. 
I was drawn, without defign, into 
an enquiry which has produced the 
foregoing 
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foregoing flatement of facts; and as it 
was your wifh tohave them laid be- 
fore the public, I thall fabmit the 
merit of the attempt to folve a dif- 
ficult queftion, refpeéting the re- 
mains of antiquity in America, to 
the impartial decifion of thofe 
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whom I ever with to gratify. 
I have the honor to be, Rey. Sir, 
with great refpeét, 
vour moft obedient 
humble fervant, 


NOAH WEBSTER, 
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§MITH’s History 
[Continued from page 19.] 


CON after the fettlersunderMr. 
Lane had left Virginia, a fhip, 
which Sir Walter Raleigh had ‘ent 
to their afliltance, with a fupply of 
provifions, arrived at Hatteras, 

After atruitlefs fearch for the co- 
Jony, the fhip returned to England. 

Within fifteen days after the 
failing of this fhip, Sir Richard 
Grenville, who had conducted the 
colony to Virginia, arrived there 
with three fhips, well furnifhed 
with necefiaries for the fertlers, 
He went in queit of the colony ; 
but hearing nothing of the people, 
and finding their habitations aban. 
doned, he determined to leave jome 
of his men to keep pofleflion of the 
country. Accordingly fifty men 
were landed and furnifhed with e- 
very neceflary provifion for two 
vearss; after which Sir Richard re- 
turned to England. ‘This mutt 
have been towards the clole of the 
year ig sy. 

The next year, Mr. John White, 
with three fhips undertook an ex- 
pedition to Virginia, in order to 
yelicve and {trengthen the fettle. 
ment. He took the ufual courfe 
by the Weit-Indies, and by the 
ignorance of the pilot, Simon Fer- 





of VIRGINIA. 


dinando, who miftook Cape Fear for 
Virginia, had like to have been 
fhipwrecked. He however arrived 
fafe at Hatteras, on the 22d of Ju- 
ly 1587; and with forty men went 
to Roanoke, in quelt of the fifty 
fettlers, who were left by Sir Ri- 
chard Grenville, the preceding 
year. He found nothing but the 
bones of a man, the houfes empty 
and furrounded with weeds, and 
the fort decayed. While he was 
making fome repairs, one How, 
who fttageled from the company 
was flain bv the favages. 

Mr. Stafford, with ewenty men, 
was difpatched to Croatan, to ob- 
tain intelligence ef the colony. On 
enquiry ic was found that the fet- 
tlement had been attacked by the 
Indians, who flew one man and fet 
tire to the houfes—That the {ertlers 
forced their way thidwgh the fa- 
vages to their boats—failed to @ 
{mall ifland near Hatteras, where 
they remained fome time, and then 
departed, the Indians knew not 
whither, and were not heard of al- 
terwards, 

While this party remained at 
Roanoke the wife of Ananias Dare, 
and daughter of the Governor, Mr. 


White, 














Wh 
ter, 
was 
the 
birt 
158 


the 
to 
11! 














ww shit Oo PE 137 


White, was delivered of a daugh- 
ter, who wascalled Virginia. This 
was the firft chriftian child, born in 
the prefent United States.—Her 
ith was on the 18th of Auguft 
1587. ; 
The Governor at the requeft of 
the company, returned to England 
to procure fupplies. He left about 
115 perfons to make a fett!ement, 
where the attempts of others had 
before been fo frequently defeated, 

In March 1589, Mr. White, 
with three fhips, failed for” Virgi 
nia. After touching at Deminico, 
they arrived at Hatteras about the 
middle of Auguit; and difcover- 
ing a {moke cn fhore where the co- 
lony had been Jeftin1587, hefent 
two boats afhore, which returned 
without finding the Englifh. Ina 
fubfequent attempt to land, a boat 
was overict and feven men were 
drowned. Two other boats were 
afterwards difpatched, and the men 
landed in fafety. They went to 
the place where the fettlers had 
been left; but found nothing, ex- 
cept the Jetters CKO, engraved 
either on fome board or a tree. 
This was fuppofed to intimate that 
the party had gone to Croatan, and 
tobe done in purfoance of an a- 
greement between Mr. White and 
the fettlers, previous to his depar- 
ture. In another place they found 
the word Croatan engraved ona poft 
Im fair capitals ; and fome pigs of 
lead, iron fhot, and other articles, 
overgrown with weeds. He alfo 
found fome cheits which had been 
buried and dug up, enclofing fe- 
veral articles, which belonged to 
the Governor. 

After making thefe difcoveries, 
the governor was convinced the fet- 
tlers were at Croatan, and returned 
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thatevening tothe fhip. Buta ftorm 
fprung up that night, in which 
they Joft moft of their cables and 
anchors, and were in hazard of be- 
ing drifted afhore. Thefe loffes, 
with a want of provificn, obliged 
them to feek fome port, without find- 
ing the colony onfhore. The Gos 
vernor refelved to (ail for the Weft- 
Indies,but the Vice Admiral wou]d 
go direétly to England. Thewind 
however fliifted, and they bent 
their courfe towards the Weiltern 
Ifles, where they arrived on the 
23 of September, 15g0. ‘The co- 
lony wasabandoned and it is {uppom 
fed,fe}l a prey to the favaces,for the 
people were never heard of. From 
this time ti}]l the yezr 1604, no at- 
rempts were made to plant a co- 
lony in Virginia. 

In March, 1602, Captain Gof- 
neli, with 32 men, ina {mall veflel, 
failed from Dartmouth; anc pafling 
the Azores, fleered a wefterly 
courfe,and made theAmerican fhore 
nearly in latitude 43. Not finding 
a good harbor, he fleered a fouther- 
ly courfe and fell in with a head 
land (probably Cape Cod) where 
he Janded and found excclient fifh- 
ing. This was about the 12th of 
May. He then proceeded farther 
fouthward and Janded on an ifland, 
which was almoft covered with 
vines of different kinds, for which 
reafon he called it AM/artha’s Vine- 
yard. He alfo cifcovered and 
named Efizaleth’s J/and, in which 
there is a Jake and a {mall ifle, on 
which, for fecurity, he built a 
houile for the accommodation of 
his men. From this ifland the En- 
glifh vifited the main, and were 
charmed with the beauty and fer- 
tility of the country. They had 
fome intercourfe with the faveges, 
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while they remained in this ifland ; 
and {ome of them were defirous of 
attempting a\fettlement. Ai lit- 
tle confideration however, induced 
thew to relinguifh adefign, which 
they were by no means prepared to 
execute. They therefore returned, 
and arrived at Exmouta on the 23 
of july. 

In the fucceeding year, Captain 
Martin Pring, with one barque of 
sotons and another of 26, crofled 
the Atiantic and fell in with the 
Jand about the latirude of 43. He 
followed the courfe of Capt. Gof- 
nell, and made no difcoveries wor- 
thy of notice. 

In March 1605, Capt. George 
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Weymouth failed from Ratcliff fo 
Ameiica, and in May fell in with 
the fhoals off Cape Cod. He how. 
ever efcaped fhipwreck and putto 
fea. He changed his courfe and 
made the land ina fafer harbor, a 
the mouth of a river;* but aftera 
fhort ttay, he returned to England, 
without making any important dif- 
coveries. 

Hithertoal] the voyages to North 
America had ended in fome fruit: 
leis attempts to make a fettlement, 
or ina few difcoveries. The ef: 
fe€tual fettiement of a colony in 
this country was referved for Capt, 
John Smith, the author of this 
hiilory. 
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Vi ITH refpcé& to literary in- 
M7 ftitutions of the fir rank, 
it appears to me that: their local 
fituations are an object of impor- 
tance. It isa fubject of contro. 
verfy, whether a large city or a 
country village is the moft eligible 
fituation for a college or univerfi- 
ty. But the arguments in favor 
of the latter, appear to me de- 
cifive, Large cities are always 
feenes of diffipation and amufe- 
ment, which have a tendency to 
corrupt the hearts of youth and di 
vert their minds from their litera- 
try purfuits. Reafon teaches this 
doGrine, and experience has uni- 
fofmly confirmed the truth of it. 

* Stri&t difcipline is effential to 
the profperity of a public feminary 
of feience ; and this is eftablithed 
with more facility, and’ {upported 








with more uniformity, in a {mall 
village, where there are no great 
objects of curiofity to interrupt the 
ftudies of youth or to call their at 
tention from the ordérs of the fo 
ciety. 

That the morals of young men, 
as well as their application to ic 
ence, depend much on retirement, 
will be generally acknowledged s 
but it will be taid allo, that the 
ceomp.ny in large towns will im- 
prove their manners. The quel- 
tion then is, which fhall be facri- 
ficed ; the advantage of an aacor- 
rupted beart and an improved head ; 
or of polifhed manners. But this 
gueftion fuppofes that the virtues 
of the heart and the poiith of the 
gentleman are incompatible with 
each other; which is by no means 
true. The gentleman and the 
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fcholat ate often united in the 
fame perfon. But both are not 
formed by the fame means, The 
jmprovement of the head requires 
clofe application to books—the re- 
finement of minners rather attends 
fome degree of diffipation, or at 
leaft; a relaxatior of the mind. 
To preferve the purity of the heart, 
it is fometimes necefiary, and al- 
ways “ufeful to place a youth be- 
yond the reach of bad examples— 
whereas a general ,knowledge of 
the world, of all kinds of company, 
is requifite to teach a univerfal pro- 
priety of behavior. 

But youth is the time to form 
both the head and the heart. . The 
underftanding is indeed ever en- 
larging ; but the feeds of know- 
ledge fhould be planted in the 
mind, while it'is young and fuf- 
ceptible : And if the miad is not 
kept untainted in youth, there is 
little probability that the moral 
charaéter of the man will be ‘un- 
blemifhed. A genteel addrefs, on 
the other hand, may be acquired at 
any time of life, and mu? be ac- 
quired, if ever, by mingling with 
good company. But were the cul: 
tivation of the underftanding and 
of the heart, inconfiftent with gen- 
tes] manners, ftil] no rational per- 
fon could hefitate which to prefer. 
The goodnefs of a heart is of infi- 
nitely more confequence to fociety, 
than an elegance of manners ; ror 
will any fuperficial accomplith- 
ments repair the want of principle 
mthe mind. Jt is always bette 
to be wulgarly right, than politely 
wrong. 

_ But if the amufements, diffipa 
tton and vicious examples in po- 
pulous cities render them impro- 
per places for feats of learning ; 
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-_—— 
the monkifh mode of fequeftering 
boys from other jociety and confi- 
ning them to-the apartments of a 
college, appears to me another 
fault. The human mind is like 
a rich field, which without con- 
ftant care, will ever be covered 
with a luxuriant.growth of weeds. 
It is extremely dangerous to fuffer 
young men to pafs the moft criti- 
cal period of life, when the paf- 
fions are ftrong, the judgment 
weak, and the heart fufceptible 
and unfufpecting, im a fituation 
where there i not the- leaft re- 
itraint upon their inclinations. My 
own obfervations lead me to draw 
the veil of filence over the ill effeéts 
of this praétice. “But it is to be 
wifhed that youth might always b 
kept under the infpeétion of age 
and fuperior wifdom—That lite- 
rary inftitutions might be fo fitua- 
ted, thatthe ftudéents might live in 
decent families, be fubject in fome 
meafure, to their difcipline, and 
ever under thé control of tho‘e 
whom they refpeét. 

Perhaps it may alfo be numbered 
among the errors in our fyftems of 
education, that, in all our univerfi- 
ties and colleges, the ftudents are 
all reftricted tothe fame courfe of 
ftudy,'and by being claffed, Jimit- 
ed to the fame progrefs. Claifling 
is neceflary, but whether ftudents 
fhould not*be removeable from the 
lower to the higher clafles, asa re- 
ward for their faperior induftry 
and improvements, is fubmitted to 
thofe who know the effect of emu- 
lation upon the human mind. 

But young genticmen are not 
all defignéd for the fame line af 
bufinefs, and why fhould they 
purfue the fame: fludies ? Why 
fhould a merchant trouble him/elt 
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with the rules of Greek and Ro- 
man fyntax, or a planter puzzle 
his head with conic fections ? Life 
is too fhort to acquire, and the 
_ming of man too tecble to contain, 
the whole circle of feiences. The 
greatelt genius on earth, not even 
a Bacon, can be_a perfect mailer 
of every branch; but any mode- 
rate ,enius, may, by fuitable ap- 
plication, be perfect in any one 
branch. By attempting there- 
fore to teach young gentlemen e- 
very thing, we make the moit of 
them mere f{matterers in {cience. 
In order to quality perfons to fi- 
gure in any profefiion, itis neceffa- 
ry that they fhould attend clolely 
to thofe branches of learning which 
lead to it. 

There are fome arts and {ciences 
which are neceflary for every man, 
Every man fhouid be able to {peak 
and write his native tongue with 
correétnels ; and have fome know- 
ledge of mathematics. The rules 
of arithmetic are indifpenfibly re- 
guifite. But befides the learning 
which is of common utility, lads 
fhould be direéted to. purfue thofe 
branches which are conneéted more 
immediately with the bufinefs for 
which they are deftined. 

It would be very ufeful for the 
farming part of the community, 
to furnifh country f{chools with 
fome eafy fyitem of practical huf- 
bandry. By repeatedly reading 
fome book of this kind, the mind 
would be flored with ideas, which 
might not indeed be underftood in 
youth, but which would be called 
into practice in fome fabfequent 
period of life. This would lead 
the mind to the fubje& of agri- 
culture, and pave the way for im- 


Provéments. 
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Young gentlemen, defigned fo, 
the mercantile line, after. hayi 
Jearned to write and [peak Englih 
correctly, might attend to French, 
Jtalian or fuch other living lan. 
guage, as they will probably want 
in the courfe of wufinels. © The 
languages fhould be learned early 
in youth, while the organs are yer 
pliable ; otherwile the pronunci« 
ation will probably be imperfed, 
Thefe itudies might be fucceeded 
by tome attention to chronology, 
and a regular application to geo. 
graphy, mathematics, hillory, the 
general regulations of commercial 
nations, principies of advance in 
trade, of infurance, and to the gen- 
eral principl.s of government. 

It appears to me that fucha 
courfe of Education, which might 
be completed by the age of fifteen 
or fixteen, would have a tendency 
to make better merchants, that the 
ufual practice which confines boys 
to Lucian, Ovid and Tully, uu 
they are fourteen and then tums 
them into a ftore, without an ides 
of their bufinefs, or one artice oi 
Education neceflary, for them, ¢- 
cept perhaps a knowledge of prt 
ting and figures. 

Such a fyftem of Englifh Edu- 
cation is alfo much’ preferable to 
a Univerlity-fducation, even with 
the ufual honors ; for it might be 
finifhed fo early as to leave young 
perfons time to ferve a regular ap- 
prenticefhip, without which , ne 
perfon fhould enter vpon bulinels 
But by the tiie a Univerfity-Edu- 
cation is completed, young mea 
commonly commence gentlemen 
their age and their pride will not 
fuffer them to go thro the drudge: 
ry of a compting houfe—and OF 
enter upon bufinc{s without te 
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réquifite acomplifhments. Indeed 
it appears to me that what, is mow 
called a dberal Education diiquali- 
fiesa man for bufinefs. Habits are 
formed in. youth and by practice ; 
and as bafine(s is, in fome meature, 
mechanical, every, perfon ‘fhould 
beexercifed in his employment, in 
an early period of life, that his ha- 
bits: may be formed by the time 
his apprenticefhip: expires. An 
Education in a univerfity inter- 
feres with the forming of thefe ha- 
bits ; and perhaps forms oppofite 
habits—the mind may contract a 
fondnefs for eafe, for pleafure or 
for books, which no efforts can.o- 
vergome. An academic) Educa- 
tion, which fhould furnifh the 
youth with fome ideas of men and 
things and leave time for an ap- 
prenticefhip, before the age of 
twenty-one years, would. in my 
opinion; be the moflt eligible for 
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-young men who are defigned fot 
a@ive employments, 

The method purfued in our col- 
leges is better calculated to fit youth 
for the learned profeffions than for 
bufinefs. But perhaps the period 
of filudy, required as the condition 
of receiving the ufual degrees, is 
too fhort... Four years, with the 
molt: afliduous application, are a 
fhort time: to turnifh the mind 
with the neceflary knowledge of 
the languages and of the ieveral 
{ciences. It might perhaps have 
been. a period. fufliciently iong for 
an infant fettlement—as America 
was, at the time when motft of our 
colleges were founded. . But as 
the country becomes populous, 
wealthy and refpeétable, it may 
be worthy of confideration, whe- 
ther the period of academic life 
fhould not be extended to fix or 
feven years, 
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SIR, 

CERTAIN philofopher of 
\- Ancient Greece ufed fre- 
quently ito go to an elevated fitua- 
tion of the city on the market days, 
and callout to the people as they 
palled—*t If you wi/h for happine/s 
at home, or fafety to the flate,—eDU- 
CATE YOUR CHILDREN.” $o fay 
1; bat my plan of education is fuit- 
ed.to the prefent flate of fociety, 
and confiderable alterations, it will 
be allowed, have taken place fince 

‘the days of Ancient Greece. 
There is a book called the Br- 
BLE, and particularly that part cal- 


March 18, 1786. 


led the New-Testamenr, which 
1 utterly abhor. ;Pray keepit.care* 
fully out of your fon’s hands; for 
one does not know what paflage 
may firike his mind, and totally 
ruin the plan of making him a fae 
ftllow. As you make little ule of 
it yourfelf, except in the way of 
ridicule and witticifm, there is no 
danger of its doing much harm; 
andthe tutor (ifyou have made a 
right choice) will only ufe it to en- 
able him te get a living, without 
having any conviction of the traths 
it contains upen his heart.. Never 
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ipeak to your fon refpecting his du- 
ty to God, to-fociety, or himfelf, 
Let all your precepts.and example 
teach him to pleafe himfeif, and 


gratily his pafhons, without regard 


to the rights of others. 

It ia deiightful. nowsa-days to 
hear my young friends fpeak of hell. 
They meation it with as much fa- 
miliarity as-if it was their father’s 
bouje; and, Poor THines! they 
fhall always be welcome to my ha- 
biiation. Ifa civil queftion is afk- 
ed at them, or if they invite a com- 
panion to go to-any frolic, and he 
selules, they pleafantly retort, go 
to eH! ; that is no more than to day 
go Ame, where they will always 
iind a warm reception. 

» Let your fonramble about wher- 
ever he pleafes, and particularly in 


the evenings (for I love works of 


darknefs), and make no enquiries 
where he has been ; for, if you do, 
you won’t be much the wifer. He 
will by this practiceraequire a free, 
bold, and forward manner, much 
above his years, tothe furprife of 
every ferious thinking perfon. Let 
him affociate with what compani- 
ons he pleafes; and, as you have 
in your city a very indulgent police 
{or vather no police atall), he will 
find, at every. flep, plenty of idle 
boys and girls, of all ages, in the 
fireet ready for any frolic. . Your 
jate cinmers, card parties, or pub- 
lic amufements, no. doubt, will 
put it out of your power to attend 
to your fom; but. you need not 
wink of him—by my plan he wil! 
and: amufement for himfelf. If 
he comes home in the evening, be- 
tore thecard party is broke up, and 
his tather fhould chide him, let 
mama obferve (betwixt the deals) 
that really fhecan fee no good to be 


got by always poring cver books, — 


The child’s health might fuffer by 
confinement. Young matter hear- 
ing this once or ‘twice will ‘foon 
learn as much artifice as to evade 
ever looking ata book, What fig- 
nifies Greek and Latin, or know. 
ledge, or morals, to a -fae'penth. 
man. i 
“When the ‘boy does any thing 
uncommonly vicious, or deceitful 
for his years, laugh at the’ frolic, 
for it fhows /punk. Stroke: his 
head upon fuch occafions, and call 
him ina kindly tone, a dwicked littl 
rogue, or a little Pickle. He will 
from this treatment, every day im 
prove, and Pick/e wiil foon becomea 
wery wicked dog indeed. Don’t reftritt 
him from keeping company withthe 
fervants, or reading improving bal- 
lads with the maids; for-he thould 
‘know all characters. 

And now comes.the time when 
the moft nececeflary part of moder 
education fhould be attended to, 
andthat ispancinG. ‘This isthe 
‘period to form your fon eithera 
pretty gentleman, by fome thick-pa- 
ted people called a eoxcomb ; ora 
fine fellow, not unfrequently termed 
a b/ackguard : But it is not unlikely 
you may fucceed in making him 
part of both, which is the moft fa- 
foionable of all characters. This 
branch.of. education he will pro- 
bably be fonder of than any other; 
and therefore give him as much ot 
it as he ‘pleafes, altho all that 1s 
made of it now-a-days is to be able 
to camper through a country dance. 
Gracefulnefs, elegance, and taile, 
are totally out of fafhion im dan- 
cing. Romping is the fez. The 
frolicking with the miffes will 
pleafe him waffly, and the evening 
practifing he will delight sg é 
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Let mama ftudy now to drefs: 
him well, by giving him laced li- 


nen, the mott fathionable large - 


buckles, handfome filk ttockings, 
embroidered, wailtcoats, and every. 
tonifo piece of drefs in perfection. 
Thefather.if he is {what is cal- 
led) a fenfible: man, will probably 
remobftrate againit ;all this finery, 
and reprefent dancing as only.a fri+ 
vilous and fecondary accomplith- 
ment: But the proper way of rea: 
foning for mothers is, to ho'd thefe 
as antiquated notions: . The - pour 
fellow: muik..be clean ; and then it 
looks fo waftly pretty and geentce/,.and 
the miffes will be quite in love 'tvith 
him—had notLordB——’s fon fuch 
adrefs? and Sir R.S——’s fon fuch 
another? Ten to one but the father 
may fay—People of rank’s children 
are the moft fimply drefled. This, 
however, muft be laughed at, and 
mafter, will be indulged... Whea 
the ball comes about, the dear bey 
muft-have pocxet money, and fure- 
ly. nothing ripens a young perloa 
more than plenty of pocket money. 
The fame fort of father mayper- 
haps fay--What occafion has-)His 
fon for money ?—he gets: what .js 
proper for him, and money be, may 
putte improper purpoles—All he 
can want at a ball is perhaps an 
orange. 4 
~ But it .muft be anfwered,. poor 
thing! it makes hin /o Aappy/ and 
then mafler Such-a- one had fo much 
money at the lait ball, and people 
muit be neighbour like, you know. 
Not that I. would give our fon fo 
much gold as—Gold! perhaps the 
father will interrupt haitily. Why, 
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Mrs. Carefil, who has the beft 
bred fons at the {chool, gives them 
only fixpence, and it is enough. 
There was bat laft year a parcel 
of your pocket-money Bors hada 
hot {apperand adrink! ina neigh- 
bouring tavern, inftead of their 


bread and anilk, — Others again ~ 


bought negus (which, by the way, 
ought always to be permitted at 
dancing ichool balls, and made 
ftrong), and.the confequence of all 
this was, that a number of boys 
got drunk, ditturbed the company, 
and sinfulted’ the gitls.——-The an- 
{wer to this remonitrance of the 
father is plainenough, viz. Your 
dear boy is. better bred, and won’t 
do fo; therefore give him the mo- 
ney and make the boy happy. 

If the father is a man of an eafy 
temper, or, one of the tox, who fol- 
lows his: own pleatures,. he will 
let the mother and {on do juftas 
they pleafe, and then all parties will 
be fatished, which is what I with. 

By. following this plar, which 
is now indeed very much practiled, 
your fon will be a man at twelve, 
a boy all the reft of hislife. And 
as you mortals wifh to remain 
young as long.as you can, this fy{- 
tem cannot fail ot being very agree- 
able. Jt would be tedious to fuit 
this plan of education to every con- 
dition ; but difcerning parents will 


be eafily able ta apply the general 


principle to particular fituations. 
In my next I fhall introduce my 
young man alittle more into life. 
Iam, &c. 
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tc ELL, how do you like 

Bofton ?” faid an Ame- 
rican toa Londuner, who had juft 
arrived, and walked thro the town. 
«< Extremely,” replied the Englifh- 
man; “it refembles London in 
the crookednefs and narrownefs of 
the fireets: I am always pleafed 
with a carelefs irregularity and va- 
riety.” f ‘ ~ 

“ How do you like Bofton,’ 
fays a native of the’ town toa Phi- 
ladelphian. “I am much pleafed 
with the people,” replies the gen- 
ileman; “but the ftreets are fo 
crooked, narrow and irregular, that 
Lhave good luck to find my way, 
and keep my ftockings clean.” 

An Englifhman anid a Boftonian, 
walking together‘in ‘Philadelphia, 
were heard to fay ; ** how fatiguing 
it isto pafs thro this town! fuch 
@ famenefs in the whole! no vari- 
ety ! when you have feen one ftreet 
you have feen the whole town 1” 

'Thefe remarks, which are heard 
every day, illuftrate moft ftriking- 
ly the force of habit and traditi- 
on, ‘The influence of habit is e- 
very where known and felt—any 
prepoffeffions therefore in favor of 
our native town, is not a matter of 
furprize. But that a traditiona 
remark or opinion fhould be hand- 
ed from one generation to another 
‘and lead nations into error,. with- 
outa detection, of its falfity, is a 
faé&t as aftonifhing as it is real. 
Such is the opinion of the writers 
on the fine arts; ** That variety is 
pleafing”—an opinion embraced 


without exception, and applied 
promifcuoufly to the works of na 
ture and of art. I have rarely met 
with a perfon, not an inhabitant 
of Philadelphia, who would act 
fay he was difgufted with its regu. 
larity ; and I am confident that 
the opinion muft proceed from thit 
common place remark, that varie 
ty is pleafing ; otherwife men could 
not fo unanimoufly condemn whit 
conititutes its preateft beauty, 
That in the prodaétions of na- 
ture, variety conftitutes .a princi- 
pal part of beauty, and a fruitful 
fource of pleafure, will not bede: 
nied: But the beauty’ and-agree 
ablenefs of works of art depend on 
another principle ; viz. utility 
convenience. The defign of the work, 
or the end propofed by it, muftbe 
attentively confidered before we 
are qualified to judge of its beauty, 
This kind of beauty is calledt 
Ta¢d Raim * relative beauty. 
obferves very juftly, that ‘* intrin- 
fie beauty is a perception of fenfe 
merely ; for to perceive the beau 
ty of a fpreading oak or of a flow- 
ing river, no more is required but 
fingly an aét of vifion.  Reélative 
uty is accompanied with an att 
of underftanding and refleétion’; 
for of a fine inftrament’or engine, 
We perceive not the re/ative Weall- 


ty, until we are made acquainted | 


with its ufe and deftination.” A 
plow has not the leaft intrinfic beau- 


‘ty ; but when we attend to its wf, 


we are conttrained to confider it a8 
a beautiful infrument, and fach @ 





— ® Elements of Criticifm. Vol. 1, pag. 198. 
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view of it farnifhes us with agree- 
able fenfations. 

The fingle queftion therefore, 
with refpect to a town or city, is 
this : Js it planned and conftrugied for 
the greatest poffibile convenience? If 
fo, it is completely beautiful. If 
wide and seguiar flreets are more 
ufeful and convenient than thofe 
that are narrow and crooked, then 
acity conitraed upon a regular 
plan is the, moit beautiful, however 
uniform the ftreets in their direc- 
tions and appearance. 

I have often heard a comparifon 
made between the level roads of 
Holland.and the uniform ftreets of 
Philadelphia. .,.A dull famenefi is 
faid.to. render both -difagreeable. 
Yet if a perfon will attentively con- 
fider the' difference, I am. perfua- 
ded he .will be convinced that his 
tafte is but balf-corre@ ; that is, 
that a juft remark with refpect to a 
level open country, is improperly 
applied:to acommercial city. Va- 
riety in the works of nature is plea- 
fing;, but never in the productions 
of vart, unlefs in copies of nature, 
or when that variety does not in- 
terfere with wsility. A level 
champaign country is rarely con- 
venient -or ufeful; on the other 
hand, itis generally more barren 
than a country diverfified with hills 
and vales. There is not general- 
ly any advantage to be derived from 
a wide extended plain; the prin- 
ciple of utility, therefore does not 
oppofe and {uperfede the tafte for 
variety, and a tedious /amene/s is 
left to have its full effet upon the 
mind of a {pectator. This is the fa&t 
with refpeét to the roads inHolland. 
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But it is otherwife in a city,. 


which is built for the expres pur- 
pofe of accommodatiag men ip-bu- 
finefs, We donot confider it as 
we do alandicape, an imitation of 
a natura) icene, and defigned to 
pleafe the eye ; but we attend to its 
ufes in artificial fociety, and if it 
appears to be calculated for the 
convenience of ail clafles of citi- 
zens, the plan and conftruGion 
muft certainly be beautiful and af- 
ford us agreeable fen{ations, 

The regularly built towns in 
America are Philadelphia, Charlef- 
ton, in South-Carolina, ard News 
Haven. Ail thele may be eftcem- 
ed beautiful, tho not perfeéily fo. 
Philadelphia wants a public fquare 
or place of refort for men of bu- 
finefs, with a ipacious building 
for an exchange. This fhould be 
near Market itreet, in the center of 
bufinefs. .'The gardens at the State 
Houfe are too imall for a public 
walk in that large city. The 
whole line of bank houfes + is the 
effeét of ili-timed pirfimony. The 
houles are inconvenient and there- 
fore not pleafing to the eye; at the 
fame time they render Waier- itreet 
too narrow. 

But whatever faults may be 
found in the conitruction or plan 
of the city, its general appearance 
is agreeable, and its regudarity is 
its greatelt beauty. Whenever I 
hear a perfon exciaim againit the 
uniformity that pervades chat city, 
I fuppofe him the-dype of a com- 
mon-place remark, or that he be- 
lieves a city built merely to pleafe 
the eye of a {pectator. 

Charlefon is fituated upon low 
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+ Aline of boujes built on the defeent of land to the river, with a fireet 


‘adjacent to the houses om both fides. 
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ground; but jult above high water 


mark. The foil is fand, which,’ 


with a fcarcity of ftone, has pre- 
vented the ftreets from being paved. 
The plan of the city is regular, but 
fome of the itreets ar* too narrow. 
As *% is almott furrounded with wa- 
ter and low marfhy ground, it was 
neceflary to attend to every c¢ir- 
cumitance that flrould contribute 
tO preferve a pure air, For this 
purpofe, it was the original defign 
of the citizens, to prevent any 
buildings from being ereéted on the 
wharves, in front of the town; 
thus leaving a principal-ttreet, cal- 


Jed the bay, open tothe fea breezes,’ 


Since the revolution,this defign has 


been partially diipenfed with; and 


fome buildings ereéted on the wa- 
ter fide of the bay, and particu- 


larly one in front of the Exchange, 


which ftands at the head of Broad- 
ftreet, and commandsan extenfive 
view of the ‘town on-one fide, and 
ofthe harbor on the other. Should 
ftores and warehoufes be raifed on 
the wharves, to fuch a height as to 
intercept a view of the harbor from 
the bay, they would diminith the 
beauty of the town and in fome 
degree prevent the agreeable effect 
of the coo! breezes from the’ fea. 
N.«2- Haven was \aid out ona 
moft beautiful plan, which has 
however fuffered in the execution. 


The ftreets crofs each other at right 
angles, as in Philadelphiag: ang 
dividé the city into ‘convenient 
fquares.’ ‘But‘in the center is @ 
larze public fquare, the fidesiof 
which are more than two hundred 
yard; in length, and adorned with 
rows of trees... Throthe cenrerof 
this fquare runsa line of elegant 
public buildings, - viz. the State. 
Houfe, two churches and a {choob 
houfe. This fquare is a capitalor- 
nament to the town : buts: liable 
to two exceptions. Firit, it istoo 
large for the populoufnels: of the 
city, which contains about 500 
buildings.” In fo {mall a town, it 
mutt generally be empty and con. 
fequently gives the town an appear 
ance of folitade or dullnefs. ‘In 
the fecond place, that half of ‘the 
fquare which lies weft of the public 
buildings, is occupied moltly «by 
the church yard, which is'enclofed 
with a circular fence. . Thisredu- 
ces the public ground on the oppo 
fite fide to a parralellogram, which 
is a lefs beautiful figure. than « 
fquare ; and annihilates the beau- 
ty of the weitern divifion whi hit 
occupies, Notwithitanding tnefe 
circumitances, the green or public 
ground in thecenter of New-Haven 
renders it perhaps the moft beautis 
ful fmal) fertlement in America.» 


PPrechogotchchc hh feta xhomopohooeey 
Forte AMERICAN MAGAZINE. 


The Art of PUSHING into BUSINESS and MAKING WAY 
in the WORLD. | 


A’. you a young phyfician ? of which was communicated prie 


Begin practice by adverti- 
fing that you have a no/rum of u- 
niverfal efficacy, the knowledge 


vately, or purchafed ata vaft eX- 

penfe. Let the world know that 

it has cured all difeafes for A/y 
year's 
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s, ever fince its firft invention ; 
but particularly difeafes of the moit 
eppofite natures, as the dropfy and 
a putrid fever, or the gout anda 
heétic. Perfuade people to believe 
that your compofttion pofiefles a fur- 
prifing faculty. of finding the part 
affected—that it will hunt ihe dif- 
order in any limb of the body and 
fatten upon it, like a pointer upon 
a hare,: and infzlibly deftroy’ it. 
Let youradvertifement run thus; 


«PAUL PUSHFAST, 


Phyfician and Surgeon, N ° 
——itreet begs leave to inform 
his friends and the public in gen- 
eral ; That he has begun practice 
in the medical line, &c. &c. 

He has purchafed at an enor- 
mous expenfe the fecret of making 
Dr. s. pills, which have 
proved by fifty years ule to be a 
complete catholicon. They are 
found to be infallible in the cure 
of all diforders incident tothe hu- 
man body—confumptions, fevers, 
the dropfy, pleurify, ftone, gravel, 
peripneumona, cholera morbus, di- 
abetes, itranguary, {mall pox, iliac 
pains, virulent gonorrhea, gout, 
head ach, madnefs, fore throat, fore 
eyes, corns, ruptures, fractures, &c. 
It will give fight to the blind, hear- 
ing tothe deaf, fpeech to the dumb, 
youth to the old, and beauty to the 
deformed—It operates as an aitrin- 
gent upon lax habits, and as a lax- 
itive upon the coftive, &c. dc. &c. 
In thort the wonderful and falu- 
tary effects of this patent medicine 
are #09 numerous to be particular. 
ized in an advertifement. This 
dnvaluable compofition is alfo as 
cheap as it is wonderful 5 two pills 
@t the fize of a pea, being {ola for 
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half a dollar, and anfwering for 
family ule, at leaf a month. 

N. B. Private advice to ladies 
gratis.” 

This advertifement will bring 
you crouds of cuftemers, from all 
parts of the country, who will feel 
imaginary benefit from your nol- 
trum, and if people deheve them- 
felves cured, or the feverity of theis 
diforders mitigated by your pre- 
{fcription, why fhould they not be 
as happy as if they were really af- 
fifted ? They will at leait give you 
a reputation, and pu/ you into bu- 
finefs ; and if they difcover after. 
wards that your patients relapfe 
and die, like others, you may tell 
the world that it is either their 
own imprudence, or the fate of all 
mankind—you will be eftablifhed 
in bufinefs, and no matter for the 
reft. 

When you vifit a patient the firit 
time, make him, if poflible, believe 
you underitand his fymptoms, e- 
ven before he defcribes them. 
The firit converfation may be at. 
ter this model. 

Phyfician. Your diforder I un- 
deritand perfeétly ; the pain, I 
fuppofe to be feated in the pulmo- 
nic region. 

Patient. I dont know where 
that is; but the pain is in my fide. 

Phy. Well, that is what I fup- 
pofed—The pulmonic region is the 
fide, jut below the ribs. I per- 
ceive likewife that your wva/cular 
Jjftem is difordered.. . 

Patient. Idont know indeed ; 
my bones ache fometinies. 

Phy. Ay, that is what I mean 
by wafcular fyftem. You often 
feel, I fuppofe, a twitching or con- 


vuliive motion of the os occipitis. 
Patigni. 
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Patient. Yee, 1 often feel fud- 
den twitches in my arms and legs. 

Phy. Sol perceive. Do you 
fee) a languor—a lilllefInefs ? 

Patient. No, but I am very 
thirfty. 

Phy. Ay, I thought fo. Fe- 
vers are always attended with 
thirft. You foinetimes feel cold 
chills running thro the left venztri- 
“cle and the great aorta. 


Patient. O yes, my left fide 
and both my fect are very chilly. 
Why, Doétor, you feem to know 
all my feelings. 

Phy. Certainly. Every phy- 
fician ought to underftand the na- 
ture of a. patient’s difeafe ; tho 
there are a thoufand quacks who do 
not. I perceive where your dif- 
order lies and can «-2fily remove it. 


Such an examination of your pa- 
tient will not fail to give you the 
charaétcr of an excellent phyfician. 


Be carefu} to humor your fple- 
netic patients, and efpecially wo- 
men who always have a garret full 
of herbs, which they apply to ail 
cafes whatever. If you think them 
‘wholly ufelefs, or even pernicious, 
“never Jare to fay fo ; but when a 
goed lady propofes the ufe of, an 
‘Infufion of balm, hyflop or rofe- 
mary, always affent co it—and give 
the direétion of medicine wholly 
to her, orthe nurfe. This will 
‘tecommend you te their favor, and 
procure you bufinefs ; at the’ feme 
time, if the difeafe thould take an 
unfavorable turn, you can fhift off 
the blame from vourfelf uron the 
paltry womens meffes. : 
But the beit part of your bufi- 
“nefs lies with old crazy conftita- 
tions ; men and women who have 
been tong troubled with the Ayp 


and hyfterics. Theft people. 
be neither killed, conte 
lieved any farther than by playing 
upon the imagination; they ar 
theretore proper fubjetts for ex. 
periment and deception. . They 
are always complaining and there. 
fore mult be amufed with takings 
variety of medicine. Never re. 
commend exercife, labor, riding, 
walking éc. for this will not give 
you the reputation of a ‘fenfible 
man; exercife is too fimple and 
vulgar a remedy.—deal protulely 
in gums, pills and powders ; for 
befides the reputation you will de. 
rive from fuch prefcriptions, the 
ufe of them may not a little in. 
creafe the profit of your bufinel, 
The imagination of your patient 
mutt be wrought upon, and for 
this purpofe rich imported drags 
are by no means neceffary.~ Take 
an equal portion of faw duft, old 
worm eaten timber pulverized, 
wheat flour &c. mix them in we 
ter, and adda {mall quantity of 
the aromatic liquids to give the 
compofition an agreeable flavor, 
then make it into pillsand admi- 
nifter them to all whimfical pa 
tients’ whatever. Tell them how 
the pills will operate, or the pi 
tients will never know ; but ifyou 
point out the effeéts of the pills, 
the patients will imagine them dll 
to take’ place ; and that is al 
“that will be neceflary to give’ 
temporary relief. You will not 
fail to inform your ‘patient’ that 
the cafe is extremely difficult ‘and 
tritical—-and that the medicine ts 
Jearce and precious—Then-you my 
put what charge you pleafe apo 
your faw duft. pete aif 
Do you opi your felf for * 


critic of the firft clafs ? “P< fol- 
lowing 
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lowing directions will be of great 
afiftance to you. 

Firk, in order to judge of the 
merit of a publication, find who 
the author is. Inform yourfelf 
whether he isa native of the itate 
to which you belong ; for this will 
go far in alcertaininy his abilities. 
Strangers are never fo well inform- 
ed as friends. Men who are bred 
near us, in the fame ftate, at the 
fame fchools &c. are generally the 
beft {cholars—indeed it is im pof- 
fible that other people can know as 
much .as ourfekves—next to our- 
felves, our friends take their rank— 
our fellow citizens have common- 
ly fome genius and acquirements— 
but it is taken for granted that be- 
yond the limits ef our native itate, 
every man is a fool, a knave, or a 
clown, “When therefore you dif- 
cover that a treatife was written 
by a ftranger, for inftance a yan- 
ky, a buckikin, or a hominy-eater, 
the prefumption is that it is a poor 
thing, and the contrary is not to 
be admitted without pofitive evi- 
dence. This is the firit itep to be 
taken by a critic. 

The next thing is to afcertain 
the man’s figure and drefs. If he 
isa homely, ill-fhapen wight, con- 
demn his writings without a read- 
ing; for there is fuch a connec- 
tion between the body and the in- 
telleftual faculties that a deform- 
ed perfon cannot enclofe a {trong 
mind. What a hump-backed pig- 
my was Pope, and does not every 
man know him to have been a 
fool ? Examine the color of the wri- 
ters hair, eyes, and the make and 

Ofition of his lips; for a very 
hrewd old lady of my acquaint- 


ance has obferved, for many years, 


that When the under lip is wery 


large and bangs down, the perfon is 
always du/l. .A critic therefore 
needs but to have a fight of the un- 
der-lip of an author, to cecide upon 
the merit of his writings. 

Be very careful in examining an 
authors legs and feet; for clumfy 
feet and legs are appendages of dul- 
nefs. The principal thing howe- 
ver to be attended to is the fize of 
the great tees ; for according to our 
famous wit, Mat Prior, genius en- 
ters firft the great toes, and advances 
ufque ad partes fuperiores. 

Enquire alfo whether a writer 
has money and good cornettions ; 
for if he is a poor Devil, the pre- 
fumption is that his books are not 
worth reading. Mckea ciftinétion 
too between an eftate acquired by 
inheritance and by indufiry. Eve- 
ry body will acknowledge thata 
man born to an eftate, has more me- 
rit than one who obtains it by his 
oun exertions; for the firft obtains’ 
it by the a@ of God, as the lawyers 
term it, and the laft by Auman 
means; will any perfon deny that 
the frfis the moft evorthy ? 

After having afcertained precife- 
ly the place of your author’s birth, 
the fymmetry of his perfon, the po- 
fition of his under lip, the fize of 
his legs and feet and the figure of 
his great toes, the preliminary re- 
quifites’ for true criticifm, pro- 
ceed to fcrutinize his publications. 
Begin with the title page, and ex- 
amine the points. Ifyou find a 
comma in place of a period, or 
vice verfa, in this page, afcribe it 
to the authors want of geniusor at- 
tention; for no good writer can 
neglect his p’s andg’s. No man 
can have merit, whofe genius is 
not fine and xice enough to fee ft- 
tle things; and.it is lucky both for 
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authors and printers, that the world 
is filed with critics, whofe talents 
fix them exaétly forthe purpofe, as 
they do not extend further than the 
fiops and marks, They are hike lit- 
tle infects lighting upon a palace, 
which, altho incapable of taking 
a comprehenfive view of the beauty 
of the ftru€ture,can notwithftanding 
creep into every crevice, and bury 
themfelves in defeéts which are tco 
minute to be obferved by fuperior 
animals, | 
Having detected all the blunders 
in pointing the title page, and fet 
them down againit the author, pro- 


ceed to read the book, and if pofi. 
ble, miftake the fenfe. _ Twit the 
words into any meaning that they 
will not bear in an obvious cop. 
ftruction—perfuade yourlelf tod. 
heve, if pofble; and if not, ing. 
nuate that the writer has dark de. 
figns againit seligion, morals, 
vernment, é&c.—Find that he does 
not entertain political fentiments 
corre{ponding with your ownes 
Thento fnith your juft criticifm, 
with the writer and his books to 
the Devil. ' 
PETER PICKPENNY. 


eS-0- SO@-0-SB~) OOo @>* 


EXTRACTS from ANCIENT RECORDS, awith REMARKS. 


HE fir fettlers of New- 

England, made the laws of 
Mofes the ground- work of their po- 
litical conititutions ; and often pro- 
duced them as the higheft autho- 
rity in determining fuits in their 
courts. This refpeé for the Le- 
vitical code will account for many 
of their ancient Jaws, which ap- 
pear repugnant to the natural rights 
of men, and the feelings of the hu- 
man heart. 

The following are among the 
firft laws of Conneéticut. 

“If any childe or children a- 
bove fixteen years old, and of fuf- 
ficient underftanding, fhall curfe 
or {mite their natural father or mo- 
ther, he or they thall be put to death; 
unlefs it fhall be fufficiently tefti- 
fied, that the parents have been 
very unchriftianly negligent in the 
education of fuch children, or fo 
provoked them by extremeand-cru- 
ei correction, that they have been 
fosced thereunto, to preferve them- 


felves from death or maiming. 
Exod. 21,17. Levit. 10,9.” 


“* If any man have a ftubborn or 
rebellious fon, of futiicient under- 
ftanding and years, viz. 16 years 
of age, which will not obey the 
voice of his father, o; the voice of 
his mother, and that when they 
have chaftened him, he will not 
hearken unto them ;_ then may his 
father or mother, being his natural 
parents, lay hold on him and bring 
him to the magiftrates affembled in 
court, andteftifie unto them, that 
their fon is ftubborn and rebellious 
and will not obey their voice and 
chaftifement, but lives in fandry 
notorious crimes, /uch a fon fall be 
put to death. Deut. 21, 20.” 

The firft claufe was copied almott 
verbatim, and enacted by the Af- 
fembly of New-Jerfey. See Lea- 


ming and Spicer’s Colleétion of 
Grants, &c. page 80. 
The following was the ftatute of 
New- 
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New-Jerfey seftraining drunken- 
efs. 
ere Concerning that beaftly vice 
drunkennefs, it is hereby enacted, 
that if any perfon be found to be 
drunk, he fhall pay one fhilling fine 
for the firlt offence, two fhillings 
for the fecond and for the third 
time, and for every time after, 
two fhillings and fixpence; and 
fuch’'as have nothing to pay, fhall 
fuffer corporal punifhment, and for 
thofe that are unruly and difturbers 
of the peace, they fhall be put in 
the thocks until they are fober, or du- 
ring the pleafure of the officer in 
chief in the place where he is 
drunk,” Collect, of Grants &c. 


page 72, 


Quere. Would not the enforcing 
of fach a ftatute in modern times be 
a ready mode of raifing a revenue 
and difcharging our public debts? 


Another law of New-Jerfey was 
in thefe words ; 


“ If any man fhall abfent him- 
felf, or run out of this Province, 
with another man’s wife, (without 
her hufband’s confent) and after re- 
turn hither, he and fhe fo offending 
and being lawfully convict thereof, 
hall each of them receive ten lafhes 
upon their bare backs.” 

By another itatute of that colony, 
every female was forbid to marry 
her grandfather, and every male 
his grandmother, from the five and 


"twentieth day of March, one thou- 


fand fix hundred, and eighty and 
three. 

Many of the laws of that colony 
appear to be dictated by a {pirit of 
piety ; yet we find the proprietors 
not friendly to clergymen. Among 
ether inftructions from the commit- 
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tee of the proprietors, to Governor 
Bafle, dated, London April 14, 
1698, there is the following: 

“© 7, That you do not confent 
to a law for impofing or afcertain- 
ing the yearly, quarterly or any 
other falary, tax or allowance for 
the maintenance of any fort of 
preachers or minifters of whatfoes 
ver perfuafion they be of in mat- 
ters of religion,” 

In the firft code of laws in Maf- 
fachufetts, we find the following 
wholefome proyifion made to re- 
firain fcolding. 

‘* Whereas there is no exprefs 
punifhment, by any law hitherto 
eftablifhed, affixed to the evil prace 
tice of fundry perfons, dy exorbi« 
tancy of thetongue, in railing and 
feolding ; 

‘‘It is therefore ordered ; that 
ali fuch perfons, convicted before 
any court or magillrate, that hath 
proper cognizance of the cafe, thal 
be gagged or fetin a dacking fcal and 
dipped over head and ears three times, 
in fome convenieat place of freth 
or falt water, asthe court or mar 
giftrate fhall judge meet.” 

Quere.How far this law hascurbed 
the exorbitancy of the tongue in New- 
England, and whether a few mo- 
dern hafbands and wives woald not 
be happier, if they were gagged of 
ducked ? ! 

In the year 1700, during the ad- 
ininiftration of the Earl Bellomont, 
the aflembly of New-York pafied 
a law to bang every Popife prief, who 
came voluntarily into the province. 
The hiftorian who related this fa& 
half. a century after the pafling of 
the law, obferved that the /aqw was 
then, as it ever ought to be, in full 
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N. B. This was feveral years af- 
ter the Maflachufetts people had 
ceafed to hang witches. 

Soon after Governor ‘Wisithtop 
arrived’ in New-England, he re- 
ftrained the practice of drinking 
healths: The following is copied 
from his manufeript hittory. Odo- 
ber 25;) 1630. 

> The Governor, upon confi- 
deration of the ihconveniencies 
which had grown in England by 
drinking one’ to another, reftrained 
it at hisown table, and wifhed o- 
thers to do the like, fo as it giew 
by little and little to difufe.” 

The following are extraés from 
the fame hiftory.°” 

‘« At this court one Philip Rat- 
cliff, a fervant of Mr. Cradock, be> 
ing convict ore tenans (or tenus) of 
moft foul feandalous inveétives a- 
gaintt our churches and govern- 
ment, was fentenced to be whip- 
ped, lote his ears'and be banifhed 
the plantation, which was prefent- 
Jy executed.” 

The following fa&t may engage 
the attention of the carious. 

“ Mr. Ludlow in digging the 
foundation of his houfe, at ‘Dor- 
chefter (near. Bofton) found two 
pieces of French money, one was 
coined 1596. ‘They were in feve- 
yal places above a foot within the 
firm ground.” ‘This happened in 
4632. 

7 Atthe laft court a young fellow 


/ twas whipped for foliciting a {quaw 


to incontinency. . Hér hufband and 
She complained of the injury and 
“were pre(fent at the execttion, and 
were very well fatisfied. At the 
fame court, one Henry Lineon was 
whipped and banifhed, for writing 
Actters into England, full of flander 


again{t our government and oftey 
of our churches.” 

8 Ac a court One Jofias Plaiftone 
and ‘two of his fervants were cen 
fured for ftealing corn from Chicw 
tobor and hismen, who were pres 
fent—the matter toreftore two fold 
and to be degraded from the title of 
gentleman, and fined five pounis, 
and his men to be whipped.” 

In 1631, the Governor of Maf 
fachufetts, walking owt at evening 
in the neighboring wouds, got lott 
and was obliged to continue in the 
woods all night. He builta fire 
near a wigwai, and (pent the night 
without fleep, fomctimes walking 
by the fire, fometinres fingitg 
pfalms, and fometimes -“gettitg 
wood; In relating this fact, othe 
Governor has this fingular remark 
—‘‘ it was (thro God’s mercy), 
aeary night, &c.” 

The following is copied from an 
authentic manufcript. | 
vw “ At Water town thére was, in | 
view of divers witneffes, a great 
combat between a moufe' and 2 
fnake, and after a long fight the 
monfe prevailed, and killed the 
fnake. ‘The minifter of Bofton, 4 
very fincere holy man, hearing of 
it, gave this interpretation,——that 
the fnake was the Devil, the moufe | 
was a poor contemptible people, 
which Ged had ‘brought hither, 
which fhould overcome Satan here, 
and difpoffefs him of his kingdom. 
Upon the fame occafion he told the 
Governor, that before he was re 
folved to come into the country, 
he dreamed he was here, and that 
he faw achurch arife out of the 
earth, which grew up and became , 
a marvellous, goodly church” \ 
\ (To be continued. ) 
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») Venerable clergyman in" a 
neighboring ‘tate,’ grieved 

to fee the dottrine of univerfal fal- 
wation prevailing in his parifh, was 
defirous of preventing its progrefs 
by ‘convincitig- Mr’ M the 
preacher of othe: doctrine, thatchis 
fyftem was unferiptural and dan- 
gerous to fociety. For this pur 
e he requefted the cofiipany of 
»M an evening, and be- 
ing too old to manage the argu- 
ment with dexterity him/felf, he 
defired a young clérgymah of his 
acquaifitancée to attend and afiit 
him. The aged gentleman opened 
the coverfation' Of the evening by 
informing His-younger brother in 
the miniftry, that he had requefted 
the company of Mr. M ~ and 
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himfelf, in order'to have the doc- 
trine of: wniverfal falvation faifiy 
difcuffed in his prefence,' for he 
thought Mr. M—— might be con- 
vinced of his error ; but he was too 
old himfelf to manage’the debate 
—he therefore defired the young 
clergy mar to enter upon the argu- 
ment with Mr. M “< Why, 
“ fir,” -replied the gentleman with 
his ufual’ addrefs, ** fefus Chrift 
‘¢fays he that belieweth fall be fa- 
‘Swed, and he thae believeth not foall 
“6 be damned; but Mr.M fays 
*© no one frall bé damned; the difpute 
‘© therefore is ‘Wholly between Je- 
“ fus Chrittand Mr. M and 
“ T with to be excufed from an in- 
“ ‘terference.” 
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An Account of the INSECT; which for fome Years has been very 
deéfiru@ive to Nugat in feveral of the United States. 


By Dr. SAMUEL L. MIiTCHILL. 


A AANY parts of natural hitto. 

ry feem to be conifidered, 
by the bulk of mankind, as toe 
trivial or inconfiderable to deferve 
attentive notice ; and the belief, 
that an accurate inveftigation of 
the lower orders of created beings, 
isan ufelefs employment, has not 
only withheld the obfervation of 
the vulgar, by an appearance of 
its. futility,, but in fome degree 
damped: the refearches of the cu- 
rious, through the apprehenfion of 
ridicule. The perfevering induf- 
try of the catcher of butterflies, has 
been a perpetual fubject of deri- 
fion to every pert witling of theage, 
and the expenfive purchafes of the 
collefor of foells, have diftorted to a 


{cornful {mile the rigid features of 
plodding mifers. -How do the 
people itare at the botanift, who 
climbs the fteep afcent of a moun- 
tain to find a bit of mofs ? How 
have the populace wondered to 
hear that a Zoologift {pent much 
of his life in the inveftigation of 
an almoft invifible worm? And 
how have the vulgar marvelled arc 
the mineralogift, traverfing all f{pa- 
ces, from the higheft cragg, to the 
deepeft mine in queft of eat J 
foflils ? yet regardlefs of the dif- 
couragement of the multitude has 
Ex.is been led to prove, that the 
vait bulk of lithophytous fubftance 
is the work of exceeding {mall po- 


lypi; has DunponaLp been in- 
cited 
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s enanenieenmentiedl 


cited to demonftrate, that an) inva- 
luable fubftitute for vegetable tar 
evaporates copioufly during the or- 


dinary inflamation of coal; and: 


has Mitcuixy ventured to difco- 
ver, that the inhabitants of the cold- 
er regions of our globe derive the 
principal part of their peat-fuel 
from the ob{cure /phagnum palufire. 
A clofe examination, of many 
objects, which appear at firft view, 





inlignificant or contemptible, will: 


be generally found amufing, fre- 
quently inftractive ; and altho the 
contemplation of {mall . matters, 
appear degrading to the enlarged 
mind of a philofopher, yet the 
pride of fcience and the dignity 
of learning, may with, great pro- 
priety feafonably ftoop to. the 
confideration of little things, when 
thefe become interefting to lit- 
tle men. The attention of en- 
quirers has very properly turned 
to the phalena mori, which, mean 
as it is, furnifhes their filken robes 
tothe gay. The value of honey 
and of wax has recommended to 
the induftrious the culture of the 
apis domeftica, and to the curious 
its fingular hiftory. And examin- 
ers have found the important drug 
cochineal, whence wool receives 
its fcarlet dye, to be the produé 
of the coccus cafi. It would be 
very comfortable for us, if all the 
reptile tribes, were like thefe la: 
bouring for our pleafare and con- 
venience ; but it very unluckily 
happens, that the greatéft number 
of their almoft infinite fwarms, are 
in no way direétly ferviceable to 
us, in many refpeéts abfolutely 
injurious. 

Woful experience has taught us, 
that during feveral years, an ani- 
mal has become very deftruétive 


to our harveits, and has often {9 en; 
tirely cut them off, that many able 
farmers,have not only ratfedvocom 
for market and {carcely any for do. 
mefticufe, but even in many inftan. 
ces have failedto procureat thetime 
of reaping,a quantity of grain equal 
to that which was fown Qn the 
hiltory of this creature I propole 
to makea few obfervations, that 
the national calamity which he oc- 
cafions, may if poflible, be avoid. 
ed or at leait alleviated, by.a know. 
ledge of his manner ofilife. , 

He feems firft to have attradted 
notice about the year 1776, on 
Staten-ifland or the welt end of 
Long-ifland, and has fince tha 
time travelled, with regular pro. 
greflion, through the fouthern di- 
trict of the fkate of New-York, 
and beyond ; through a part of 
Conneéticut, and into a portion of 
New-Jerfey ; it is not eafy to tell 
whence he came or by whom he 
was introduced ; yet, as he firk 
became formidable at the time 
when the German auxiliaries t 
the Britifh troops, landed in_ this 
part of America, a report has cur- 
rently prevailed that he is of Hef- 
fian origin, and was brought to 
this country by the foldiers from 
that principality ; but on enquiry 
from feveral intelligent men, from 
that part of Europe, I can collet 
no proof whatever of this affertion; 
and I am further inclined to difbe- 
lieve the ftory, becaufe it muft ap- 
pear highly improbable to any ¢x- 
aminer, that an infeét, infelting 
only green and growing wheat, 
fhould be imported from a land, 
whence neither plants, nor grains, 
nor ftraw, nor chaff, as far asl 
know, ever arrived. I am there- 
fore difpofed to conjecture, that he 

is 


























js. a migratory animal, proceeding 
from’ fome region. affording food 
more agreeable to him than wheat, 
or that he has been long a refident 
in our territories, and hasnct, un- 
til lately, found out this new re- 
pofitory for his deitructive pro- 
geny. : 

He is an anima] of the infect 
clafs, the dipterous order, and of 
the mufea genus ;. but Iam not 
fure whether the fpecies be new 
or not ; he undergoes feveral tranf- 
migrations, and remains the iden- 
tical creature during three, and o- 
thers fay four fucceflive forms of 
exiftence ; 1 have’ feen often the 
eruca, chryfalis, and infect, but 
never the ovum, though I can af- 
firm upon refpectable teftimonry, 
that the egg has alfo been difcern- 
ed; fo that this inieét feems to 
refemble the aphis, and feveral o- 
ther animals, in being oviparous at 
one time and feafon, and vivipa- 
rous at others. The times requi- 
red for hatching and maturing 
them in thefe feveral ftages, are 
too various to be afcertained with 
precife exa¢inefs ; for the influ- 
ence of heat is abfolutely and in- 
difpenfably neceflary to roufe and 
fupport the living ftate of beings, 
and the proportion of advance- 
ment in the fize of the animalcule, 
is regulated by the greater .or Jefs 
degree of warmth applied. Baron 
Haller, in Oper. minor. de format. 
cord, in ova incubat. Obf. 1, p. 68, 
remarks that when hens forfake 
their neits and leave their eggs to 
become cool, the chickens come 
forth as many hours later as they 
were deferted by their mother. 


a 
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Monf. Reawmur’s, Art. de faire eclorre 


des. poulets, mem. 4. obferves, that 


chickens hatched by artificial heat, 
may be prolonged to the 24th day,by 
leffening the warmth of the oven, 
or may ‘be forwarded earlier than 
the 1gthby increafing the degree 
of the fire. © And further Monf, 
Bonnet, Confiderations fur les corps 
organises, 4167, aflirms that an 
inieét may be made to live his full 
time and die a natural death in the 
duration of 24 hours, if kept in a 
place {ufficiently heated, or on the 
contrary, may have it lengthened 
to a week, a month or more, accord- 
ing to the coolnefs of his fituation, 
which obfervation is confirmed by 
Monf. Reaumur’s authority.* And 
befides, Signore Spallanzani has de- 
clared, Fifica animale ét wvegetabile 
tom. 3, cap. 6, § 93. that the vernal 
amours of certain amphibious crea- 
tures, are promoted or retarded by 
the flow or rapid commencement 
of warm weather. ‘Thus then, 
muft it appear, that the time of 
hatching in any feafon will depend 
upon the regulating heat, and va- 
ry according to its irregularity, 
and alfo that the duration in the 
feveral ftates of egg, eruca, chryfalis, 
and inteét, will be chiefiv deter- 
mined by the modification of folar 
influence. An egg, depofited by 
the parent infeét in autumn af- 
ter the feed-wheat is fprouted and 
rifen above the ground, will be 
hatched in afew days, if the wea- 
ther be warm enough to bring it 
fpeedily forward ; it will firft bee 
come a voracious little caterpillar, 
that eats off the delicate ftalk of 
the yet tender plant ; it will next 





* Voyex memoiqres pour fervir a i’ hijlotre des infectes 10%, 2. partie 2. De 
la durée de la vie des chryfalides, mem. 1. 
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change to an cenlasged.. chryjahs, 
which is oiten feem colored; like 
lint-feed, and injures by its mecha- 
nical prefluse ; anddattly it is con- 
verted into a {mall .greenith fly, 
that does no. other mifchief than 
propagate the fpecies, “and day a 
pew generation ef vermin to fuc- 
ceed her in the noxious work; all 
this has often been obferved to 
happen, before the chilling frotts of 
winter put a ftop to the procets, 
when the grain has been commit- 
ted to the earth in the month of 
Auguft ; for in fuch cafes, one 


| “Te 
race of deftroyers have comming 


their fhase of inttichref, and dying, 
beft behind them the radiment of 
another, before the heat was fafa 
ciently:abated: to dtop their farther 
advances to maturity ;. “fuch of 
them therefore, as-have their pre. 
grefs checked by winter, contipue 
during the fevere feafon in @ fhate 
o{ dormant hybernation, ready to 
recommence their fufpended*bafi- 
nefs as {oon as the frofts of March 
fhall be melted away. 
To be continued. 


PA LAG oOo DH EAL DS el GEL 
fo th EDITOR of th AMERICAN MAGAZINE: 


SIR, 


AM violently in love with a 

young lady, whofe rank in life 
is not fuperior to my own, and no- 
thing hinders our union but the 
difinclination of her parents, who 
think .us both too young to enter 
into the marriage ftate. She-is be- 
tween fixteen and feventeen, and 
I have juit turned twenty. No 
objection is made either to my cha- 
ratter, fortune or temper ; and the 
fair one I adore is poflefled of 
beauty, vivacity, elegance, good 
fenfe, and every other mental and 
perfonal accomplifhment.—Pray, 
fir, what is to be done? —We are 
folemnly engaged and our hearts 
are firmly fixed oneach other. E- 
very day feems almoft an age, and 
when night draws the veil of fleep 
over others, and the imagination js 
loit in pleafanc dreams and fleeting 
vifions; I count the tedious minutes 


as they roll, and only rife to figh 
again. 


Should we in compliance with 
the will of her parents poftpone 
our marriage to a future day? Or 
ought we not to follow the impulfe 
of our hearts by being immediate 
ly joined together, aud thus obey 
the voice of reafon and of nature? 

Maria told me the other day 
that her mama was but fifteen, and 
her papa nineteen when they mar- 
ried :—~Now, fir, do you think her 
parents can juftly blame us forim- 
prudencein marrying young, when 
themfelves have fet the example? 

Your advice, Mr. Editor, inthis 
cafe will be highly beneficial, for 
on one hand, parental duty forbids 
our: union,—while real Jove anda 
profpect of happinefs urge us On 
the other. 

Your friend, 
and humble fervant, 
JUVENIS. 
New-York, Feb, 16,1788. 


[ Violently in love ? and talk of the voice of reafon ! What reafon 
as @ man in a@ Violent paflion ? I have heard it faid that a man is not fit 
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to be married, till he is diftraGted with love. 


MIS@G@BELUANIE S. 
I feould go further ana 


fay, @ man is not fit to be married, ti/l be has recovered of his diftvaciion. 
’ . . . . , a 
Juvenis, however, isin a torturing fituation, and I have a word of advice 


or bim.~-—Violent paffions-never laft long—the human confiitution eval not 
‘fupport them—-If the lovers. marry now, they may be very happy a little 
while ; Aut by waiting a few months, for the violence of the puffion to fub- 
Side, they will dauble the chances for the continuance of happiness. § hould 
the parents require an unreafonable tine, as three or four years, for the fond 
couple to gronw old enough for marriage, why then, 


perbaps.———— 
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Narrative of the Escare of the Countess VALOIS DE LA 
MOTTE out ofthe Bastixe. 


No. 80, Haymarket, Aug15, 1787. 


HE Countefs is perhaps the 

firit and only prifoner who 
ever could find the way out of that 
place of confinement... The pe- 
culiar conitruction of the build- 
ing, the number of gates, and the 
multitude of guards always or the 
watch, precluded all poflibility of 
areturn to the world. But what 
cannot be effected with the afliit- 
ance of friends in power, and of 
money ? 

For feveral months before, the 
Countefs was in pollefion of the 
meceflary apparatus ; but the pri- 
vate initructicns fhe received’ from 
time to time, and the daily ex- 
pectation fhe was in of receiving 
feveral papers indifpenfible¥or her 
juitification, obliged her to put off 
the much wifhed for event. 

At laft the happy day arrived ; 
and fhe gave the faithful Maria- 
Anne, her woman, every neceflary 
inftru&ion, not withing to have 
her as a companion through the 
windings of the infernal labyrinth, 
let that perfon, being univerfally 
known, fhould occafion a fatal dif- 
Covery. The Counteis agreed up- 


on a place of meeting, dreffed her- 
felf in man’s cloaths, cut the front 
part of her hair in the fhape ufual- 
ly worn by jockies in Paris ; and, 
thus equipped, her head buried as 
it were in a large round hat, half 
boots on her legs, and a {mall 
{witch in her hand, fhe boldly 
ventured forth, refolved, and be- 
ing armed for that purpofe, to die 
rather than be retaken, 

After having opened and fhut 
after her feven different gates, the 
at laft reached an immenfe yard 
filled with fifters (fo they call the 
female Cerberi of the place). She 
addrefled herfelf to one of them, 
and, difguifing both her voice and 
pronunciation, put a piece of gold 
into her hand, enquiring for her 
way to the chapel, where fhe ar- 
rived at laft, atter paying proper 
tolls at all the gates. Leit fhe 
fhould be known to fome of the 
fifterhood, fhe mixed as faft as fhe 
could with a numerous company 
of vifitors then bufy in viewing 
what curiofities there were to be 
feen ; with the whole groupe fhe 
was conveyed by one of the fifters 
to the outward gate called Parte 
deschamps. There fhe met her 
good 
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good Maria-Anne, took boat with 
her, & croffed to the oppofite fhore. 

Notwithitanding her enfeebled 
ftate, the Countefs had ftrength e- 
nough to walk as far as Charanton, 
above fix miles. Thev then got 
into a cart, which carried them 
three leagues, further. It was tm- 
poiible, nay dangerous, for the 
two travellers to attempt getting a 
convenient carriage, and therefore 
they travelled agaim on foot the 
fpace of twenty miles. Worn out 
with fatigue, their feet in a moft 
deplorable condition, they were 
zlad to put up aa miferable pub- 
lic houfe in che road, and there 
refit the whole night. 

The next day they mounted a 
dung-cart, which was going four 
leagues ap the country. There 
they met with fome good-natured 
waggoners, who gave them a caft. 
The Countels, being apprehenfive 
leit fhe fhould be traced, and her 
dreis defcribed, bought in the firit 
place they flopped at, the fimple 
drefs of a country girl. The on- 
ly remaining difficulty was to ef. 
fect the transformation, For this 
purpole, fhe left the town where 
fhe had thus provided herfelf, walk- 
ed on about three leagues, and then 


LANTE §&. 


leaving the high road, retired be. 
hind a hill, and there changed her 
cloaths, hiding among the bram. 
bles her manly accoutrements,— 
She then refumed her pedeftrian 
‘journey. After numberlefs fa. 
tigues, and much anxiety, avoid- 
ing the large towns, putting up at 
the moft wretched hovels, travel. 
ling fometimes in carts, oftener on 
foot, compelled through the inhu- 
manity of a:publican, who would 
not open his door after twelve 0’ 
clock, to pafs a whole night on the 
naked earth in Colomby foreft, 
near Bar furaube ; fhe at latt reach- 
ed the city of Luxemburgh, and 
from thence a fimall village called 
Holrifh, where they remained fix 
weeks, under the afiumed name of 
Mademoifelle De Dulain, at one 
Madame Chiltz’s, who treated her 
in every refpeét with fo much hu- 
manity, as muft forever engage 
her utmoft gratitude. 

No fooner was the Count, her 
hufband, apprifed of her retreat, 
than he difpatched after her a trul- 
ty perfon, to bring her over to 
London, where fhe arrived on Sa- 
turday the 4th infiant.—The a- 
bove account is faid to be given by 
herfelf. Gent. Mag. 
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Te the Editor of the American 
Macazine, 
Sit eR, 
S you have given us, in your 
“| Jatt number, an account of 
the introduction of Poratoes into 
Kurope, end particularly into Ire- 
* Jand, fome account of the origin 
and progrels of pumkinsin New- 
England would be very agreeable 
to a genuine 


HIBERNIAN. 





LAW QUESTIONS. 
ILL an attainder for felo- 
ny occafion a forfeiture of 


lands which have been granted by. 


the ftate, or purchafed from the 
Commitlioners of forfeitures, and 
which, by an a& of the Legiflature 
of this State paffed the lait {efhon, 
are declared to be held in pure al- 
lodium ? 

Can an aftion of trover be main- 
tained in this ftate for a Negro? 


POETRY, 
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Ph hI AP hI ADAM AP AA ED LO 


For the AMERICAN MAGAZINE. 


On the Departure of a Younc Gen- 
TLEMAN who failed for England a 


foort time fince. 


IM fhades of night a bufy world 
inveft 
And wearied nature claim’d a fhort re- 
pole, 
The anxious thoughts that heav’d her la- 
boring breaft 
Thus ftrove the gentle Emma to dif. 
clofe. 


No ear, fave friendthip, on the founds 
intrude, 
No eye beheld the conflict of her foul, 
Nor iat Pi prying ftranger’s footfteps 
rude 
The heart-fetch’d figh—the ftarting 
tear control. 


But love was there, at whofe almighty 


fhrine 
Oft did the maid her grateful homage 
ay 5 
Fair Emma’s form enclof’d, the power 
divine 
Where fafe conceal’d the pleafing ty- 
rant lay. 
By kindred foul, to beauteous EMMA 
dear, 
In friendthip firm, aud blifsful union 


wove 
Was fweet Mariaj——the pleas'd to 


ar 
yeh back convey’d the founds of 
ove. 


And where thou’d friendfbip rear her tta- 
ble throne ? 
Or where fhou’d Lowe his facred altar 
place? 
in Virtue’s bofim joe refides alone 
And Beauty's form bic pure eblations 
grace, 


EMMA, 


Paft is the feafon when my raptur'd fenfe 
Drank deep the draughts of blifs un. 
known before, 
Edgar, dear youth, is gone for ever hence, 
On Emma’s bofom to recline no more. 


Oft when his tongue, in flattering ac- 
cents taught, 
Convey’d foft language to my lift’ning 
ear, 
I've fearch’d th’ afylum of his inmot 
tho’t, 
For much I fear'd the latent purpofe 
there. 


I wrong’d the youth; his manly foul was 
form’d 
Sincere and open as the beams of day, 
His breaft a nobler, finer paflion warm’d, 
Nurf’d into life by onor’s pureft ray. 


I’ve oft, Marta, in his {peaking eye, 
Read the foft language of exalted loye, 
And while he fought to catch the foft re- 
ply, 
Pranifporting tho’ts o'er ew ry beauty 
rove. 


Then inhis arms, unconfcious of offence, 
Clafp’d cvery blifs he feem'd to with 


below, 
While prudence rein’d the infatiate joys 
ot fenfe, 
And taught defire the limits it fhou'd 
know. 


Or, rous’d to call his ever ready mufe, 
Then bid fublime his youthful numbers 
rife, 
Whilft the foft fifters ev’ry tho’t infufe, 
And fick’ned envy with amazement 
dies. 


Or from thefe heights incentive genius 
foars ; 
Beyond the reach of weak. vain glori- 


fight . 
ld Placks 
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Pete living bays: and fancy’s realm ex- 

Yores 

Long wiap’tin deep and penetrable 
night. 


Shou’é the forfaken child of want.or pain, 

Tobim lift up che fupplicating haad, 

Weer wou'd he fuffer fuch to afk in vain, 

Nor turn unieeung from the poor de- 
inaad. 


Show’d helplefs friendfhip afk his arm to 
aid 
Her caufe, and boldly fiand in her de- 
fence, 
The wretch who dar’d the crime as quick. 
ly paid 
Attonement due to injured innocence. 


MARIA. 


In cach eulogium let me juftly join, 
For well he claims this mark of our re- 
gard, 
The fon of fong, in ev'ry glowing line, 
Shal] paint his praife, of worth the bef 
reward, 


May no rnde blafts upon the watery wave, 
Withold the veffel from her with'd for 
thore, 
Dut every element confpire to fave 
The noble youth whom both our hearts 
adore. 


ad 
But fee by nature’s fix’d and ftable laws, 
From yondereaft obfervant Phebus rife, 
And bids us ceafe this tribute of applaufe 
"Till eve again involve yon azure fkies. 


January 5+ 1788, FIDELIA, 


OX BO 


LINES qritten bya YOUTH on the 
Death of Mr. Sm——, of Suaron, 


HE awful knell of our departing 
years, 

The faithful herald of vi€torious deathew 

Salutes our ears, and tells the anxious 
world 

The recent triumphe of his mafter’s fword, 

A fprightly youth juft blooming into life 

With every flact’ring profpett bleft—con- 
fin‘d 

To the {mall circle of but nineteen YCarinn 
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hen doom’d to wafko—to lingét atid @ 
G1e.—— 
Amidft the pangs of fix months fléw decay 
Ang al! the horrors of approaching death, 
While weeping friends furround his pining 
fraine 
And wait to Heaven, a figh for his reliefan 
The virtuous youth, with chrittian meek- 
. nefs arm’d, 
Refigns himfelf to his Creator’s will 
Then calmly meets his cruel conquerof 
death 
Ané bids adieu to pain, to friends, and 
to the world. 
On yonder couch, behold his pallid corfel 
That vigorous frame where gtow’d the fire 
of youth, , 
And infant graces with rare lufter fhone; 
Where eatly genius fpread her native 
charms : 
A thoufand gay ideas dancing in his brains 
Now lies a cold—a lifelefs lump of mould. 
’ring clay. 
Behold the awful fcene!—-A winding 
fheet— 
The dreavy coffin and the fable firoud— 
The flow proceffion of furviving friends 
The mceurnful tolling bell—the ratling 
clods— 
And all the folemn equipage of deathe 
The filent forrow of a father’s Breat— 
The heart-feltanguith of a mother’s love: 
The painful throbbings of fraternal grief, 
Join’d with the tender fympathy of 
friends— 
Then view the tomb, the manfion of the 
dead, 
‘The narrow jodging of his lifelefs frame— 
Six feet of earth (tis all he can poffefs) 
Entomb his cold remainS-—we drop a part- 
ing tear, 
Then leave his corpfe to mingle with the 
duft, 
But while we view the melancholy fcene 
And pay the laft kind office to the dead ; 
While weindulge the pangs of parting grief 
A ray ef light breaks in to cheer the foul-- 
A well built hope that his immortal foul, 
Wafted by angels to the heavenly world, 
Is now imparadifed in fcenes of blifs.— 
This thought muft calm the rage of fwell- 
ing griet, 
And beam upon the foul the {miles of joy. 
Shall virtue then remove the fear of death 
And make us calmly walk the difmal vale? 
Kind Heaven protect us from the paths of 
vice 


And, 
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And guard our hearts, and guard our lives 
from fin=— 

Inftru& ws in thy will and teach us all 

Like our young friend to live-like him 
to diem 


$eere 


Tk DECLINE of WIT. 
By Mr. Horcrorr. 


FIT once was knowna blithfome 
boy, 
A rofy youth, right full of glee ; 
The cot or palace was his own, 
Where none fo welcome was as he. 


Behind his back a budget fraught 
With many a trick and many a tale, 
He lightly bore with jocound heart, 
And fung a-down the flowery dale. 


The pléafance of his pearly cheeks, 
His glances fhot on every fide, 

His fkips and bounds, and frolic leaps, 
Befpoke a heart that care defied. 


‘Mong high-born dames and ladies fair, 
And Lords, and Earls, and Barons bold, 
More welcome he than April funs, 
His geer more precious far than gold. 


Sometimes he call’d himfelf a bard, 
And then of ftrifeful combats fung 3 

Sometimes a minftrel, and his harp 
With fome old legend loudly rung. 


And then, anon, a Troubadour, 
To love he tun’d his voice fo fweet, 
Till fouls have melted at his fong, 
And Lords have died at Ladies feet. 


Ifhein playful mood were feen, 
Infants would in his bofom creep 3 
Or if fome tragic tale he told, 
The rougheft warrior there would weep. 


And never was in clamour drown’d, 
That voice fo various in delight ; 

The lips were curs’d that gave him let, 
For all hearts yearn’d to do him right, 


Full oft the fervicor has ftopt, 
Arrefted in the midway hail ; 

Struck with the magic of his tongue, 
The ringing vefiel down would fall. 


And every window {till was throng’d 
With village boor and tip-toe hind: 
ith anxious crouds of liftening maids, 
Each door and avenue wete lin’d. 
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Then who fo honor’d, fo beloy’d! 
Then who fo happy! whe fo gay! 

He rov’d away the fummer morn,. 
He fung the wintery night away. 


Each with was his, each fruit and flower! 
No gift too good for him might be: 
No gem too bright for him to wear; 
For then alas! ’twas who but he? 


He ftood not, then, in tatter’d weeds, 
Anhumble fuppliant in the hall ; 

He waited not with front debas’d, 
*Till pride contemptuous p!eas’d to call. 


He chofe not then the by-way path, 
To hide himfelf from taunting eyes: 

He chen was helda god! while now, 
Part pity him, but moft defpife. 


Ah, ancient days of deep regret! 
Ah, golden times! where are ye fled? 
Who, now, the welcome manfion keeps, 
Where wit may reft his weary head ? 


Who, now, with eager prayer fhail court, 
Or pay with ample praife the fong ? 
Who thaij his high deferts repeat, 
Or the loud plaudit now prolong ? 


In fome poor hut he forc’d to dwell, 
While impudence ufurps his name 5 
Writes rhyme, and paragraph, and pun, 
Intrigues, and puffs himfelf to fame. 

Europ. Mag. 


>a 


On the Recovery ofan onty Cuitp 
from the SMALL-~POX, 


HEN ficknefs pal’d thy rofy 
cheek, 
And ftole the luftre from thine eye, 
The minutes of each tedious hour 
Were mark’d by fad anxiety. 


For all thy foft endearing fmiles, 

Which fpoke with fuchexpreffive grace, 
Alas! were fled, anc only pain 

Was trac’d upon the cherub face. 


When near the doubtful crifis drew, 
And keener anguish fill’d my breaft ; 

Jn trembling hope, the fervent prayer 
My agonizing foul addrefs’d. 


*T was heard——and health again reftores 
The fprightly look, the rofy hue: 
Father of Heaven, to thee alone, 


titude, all praife is due. 
All gra » allp ‘xia 
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AUGUSTA, Jaz. s. 


\ X ye have the pleafure to an- 

nounce, that on Wednefday 
Jaft theConvention of this State una- 
nimoufly ratified the Federal Con- 
ftitution in the words following, 


viz. 
STATE or GEORGIA. 
In CONVENTION. 


WevnesDAyY, January 2,1788. 


WE, the Delegates of the peo- 
ple of the ftate of Georgia, in Con- 
vention met, have taken into our 
ferious confideration the Federal 
Contftitution, agreed upon and pro- 
pofed by the deputies of the Uni- 
ted States in General Convention, 
held in the city of Philadelphia, 
on the 17th day‘of September, in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-feven, 
have affented to, ratified and a- 
dopted, and by thefe prefents do, 
in virtue of the powers and autho- 
rity to us given by the people of 
the faid State for that purpofe, for, 
and in behalf of ourfelves and our 
conftituents, fully and entirely af- 
fent to, ratify and adopt the faid 
Conititution, which is hereunto 
annexed under the great feal of the 
faid State. 

DONE, in Convention, at Au- 
gufta, in the faid State, on the 
fecond day of January, in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty- 
eight, and of the Independ. 
ence of the United States the 
twelfth. 


Important Intelligence, — 


BOSTON, Feb. 9, 
The Granpv Feperat Epirice, 


With the higheft fatisfadtion we 
announce to the public, that the 
Convention of this Commonwealth, 
on Wednefday at five o’ clock, P. 
M. AssENTED To, and on Thurf- 
day RATIFIED the CONSTITUTION 
propofed by the late Federal Con. 
vention. On this pleafing event, 
we beg leave to congratulate the 
public, and to exprefs our fincere 
withes, that the general joy which 
it has diffufed through all ranks of 
citizens,may be anaufpicious omen 
of the /uperior advantages which 
fhall refult from the eftablifiment 
of fuch a Federal Government as 
this Conftitution provides. 

On the motion for ratifying be- 
ing declared in the affirmative, by 
a majority of nineteen, the 

Hon. Mr, White rofe and faid, 
that notwithftanding he had oppo- 
fed the adoption of the Conftitu- 
tution, upon the idea that it would 
endanger the liberties of his coun- 
try, yet, as a majority had feen fit 
to adopt it, he fhould ufe his ut- 
moft exertions to induce his con- 
ftituents to live in peace under, 
and cheerfully fubmit to it. 

He was followed by Mr. Wedg- 
ery, who faid, that he fhould re- 
turn to his conftituents, and inform 
them, that he had oppofed the a- 
doption of the Conftitution—but 
that he had been over-ruled, and 
that it had been carried by a ma- 
jority of wife and underftanding 

men 











men :=——that he fhould endea- 
your to fow the feeds of union and 
peace among the people he repre- 
fented :—and that he hoped, and 
believed, that no perfon would 
with for or fuggeft the meafure of 
a PROTEST ; for, faid he, we mutt 
confider that this body is as full a 
reprefentation of the people as can 
be conceived.——After exprefling 
his thanks for the civility which 
the inhabitants of this town have 
fhewn to the Convention, and de- 
claring, as his opinion, that they 
had not in the Jeaft influenced the 
decifion—he concluded by faying, 
that he fhould fupport, as much as 
in him lay, the Conflitution ; and 
that he believed, as this ftate had 
adopted it, that not only nine, but 
the whole thirteen would come in- 
to the meafure. 

Gen. Whitney faid, that tho he 
had been oppofed to the Contfti- 
tution, he fhould fupport it as much 
as if he had voted for it. 

Mr. Cooley (Amherft) faid, that 
he endeavored to govern himfelf 
by the principles of reafon—that 
he was direéted to vote againft thea- 
doption of the Conttitution,and that 
info doing, he had not only com- 
plied with his direétions, but had 
atted according to the diétates ot 
his Own con{cience ; but that as 
was agreed to by a majority, he 
thould endeavor to convince his 
conitituents of the propriety of its 
adoption, 

Dr. Taylor alo faid, he had u- 
niformly oppofed the Conftitution, 
that he found himfelf fairly beat 
and expreffed his determination 
togo home, and endeavor to in- 
fule a {pirit of harmony and love 
among the people. 

Oiher gentlemen exprefled their 
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inclination to fpeak, but it grow- 
ing Jate, the Convention adjourned 
to this morning, ten o’ clock. 

The Convention met on Thurf- 


day, when Major Nafon, ina fhort % 


addrefs, intimated his determina- 
tion of fupporting the Conftitntion, 
and exerting himfelf to influence 
his conftituents to do the fame. 

Mr. Randal faid, he had been 
uniformly oppofed to the Conft:-. 
tution. He had, he faid, fought 
like a good foldier, but, as he was 
beat, he fhould fit down content- 
ed, hoping the minority may be 
difappointed in their fears, and 
that the majority may reap the full 
fruition of the bleflings they an- 
ticipate. In the hope that the a- 
mendments recommended by his 
Excellency the Prefident will take 
place, I fhall, fays he, go home, 
and endeavor to fatisfy thofe who 
have honored me by their choice, 
that we may all live in peace. 

Major Sawin declared, that the 
Conititution had had a fair trial, 
and that there had not, to his know- 
ledge, been any undue influence 
exercifed to obtain the vote in its 
favor—that many doubts which lay 
in his mind had been removed— 
and that, although he was in the 
minority, he fhould fupport the 
Conftitution as cheerfully and heart- 
ily as tho he had voted on the o- 
ther fide of the queftion. 

The above open, manly and hon- 
orable conduct of the gentlemen 
who compofed the minority, was 
very different from that of the tur- 
bulent oppofers of the Conftitution 
in Pennfylvania, who, not content 
with their declamatory and odious 
proteft againft its adoption, are now 
endeavoring to involve their coun- 
try in all the horrors of a civil war, 
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by exciting tumult and infurrec- 
tion. To the everiafting honor of 
Maffachufetts will the above be 
told——as it wil] convince the world, 
that her fons know rightly how to 
prize the great principle of Re- 
publicanifm—that of fubmitting to 
the decifion of a majority. 

After the gentlemen above-men- 
tioned had expreffed their fenti- 
ments—on motion of the Hon. 
Mr. Casor, the following votes 
were pafied : 

VOTED, unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of this Convention be 
given to his Excellency the Prefi- 
dent, for his generous and patrio 
uc efforts, during a painful illnefs, 
to unite the members of this body 
in fach a decifion upon the fubjeé& 
of their deliberation, as in his o- 
pinion was effential to the fafety 
and happinefs of the people of the 
United States; and alfo, for the 
patient attention, and perfeét im- 
partiality, wich which his Excel- 
Jency has prefided while his health 
permitted him to regulate their 
debates. 

VOTED, unanimoufly, That 
his Honor the Vice. Prefident be 
requeited to accept the united 
thanks of this Convention, for the 
uniform candor and impartiality 
exhibited by his Honor while pre- 
fiding in the abfence of the Pre- 
fident. 

Votes of thanks to the Rey. 
Chaplains, and the proprietors of 
the Meeting Houfe in Federal- 
itreet, were alfo paffed.—After 
which it was voted to move from 
the place wherein the Convention 
were then fitting to the ftate-houfe, 
in order to declare the ratification 
of the Conftitution, in form; which 
took place immediately, It being 


known that the indifpofition of be. 
dy of his Excellency the Prefident, 
would prevent him from leading 
the Convention on foot, a number 
of refpeétable citizens appeared at 
the door of the houfe, with an e. 
legant carriage, into which, with 
the violence of ardent affeétion 
and honett enthufiafm, they forced 
his Excellency—and notwithftand. 
ing his moft earneft folicitations 
to be permitted to proceed in a 
different manner—they drew him 
in it tothe ftate-houfe—where the 
Convention, having convened in 
the Keprefentatives’ chamber, vo- 
ted toattend the declaration of the 
ratification of the Conftitutionm 
which was done by the High Sher- 
iff of the county of Suffolk as fol 


lows. 


Commonwealth of Mass acHUSETTS, 


In Convention of the Deut. 
GATES of the propre of the 
COMMONWEALTH Of Massa- 
cHuseTres, Feb. 6, 1788. 


THE Convention having im- 
partially difcuffed, and fully con- 
fidered, the Conftitution for the 
United States of America, report- 
ed to Congrefs, by the Conven- 
tion of Delegates from the United 
States of America, and fubmitted 
to us, by a refolution of the Gene- 
ral Court of the faid common- 
wealth, paffed the twenty-fifth day 
of Otober laft paft ; and acknow- 
ledging with grateful hearts the 
goodnefs of the Supreme Ruler of 
the univerfe, in affording the people 
of the United States, in the courfe 
of his Providence, an opportunity, 
deliberately and peaceably, with- 
out fraud or furprife, of entering 
into an explicit and folemn com- 
pact with each other, by aflenting 

to 





























‘to and ratifying a new Conftitu- 


tion, in order to form a more per- 
fect union, eftablifh juftice, infure 
domeftic tranquility, provide for 
the common deience, promote the 
general welfare, and fecure the 
bleflings of liberty to themfelves, 
and their pofterity--DO, in the 
name and in behalf of the people 
of the commonwealth of Mafia- 
chufetts, asssnT toand RATIFY 
the faid conftitution, for the United 
States of America. 

And as it is the opinion of this 
Convention, that certain amend- 
ments and alterations in the faid 
Conftitution, would remove the 
fears, and quiet the apprehenfions 
of many of the good people of this 
commenwealth, and more effeétual- 
ly guard againit an undue admini- 
ftration of the Federal Govern- 
ment, the Convention do there- 
fore recommend, that the follow- 
ing alterations and provifions be 
introduced into the faid Conftitu- 
tion : 

Firf. That it be explicitly de- 
clared, that al] powers, not expreff- 
ly delegated by the aforefaid Con- 
ftitution, are referved tothe fev- 
eral itates, to be by them exer- 
cifed, 

Secondly. That there fhall be 
one Reprefentative to every thirty 
thoufand perfons, according to the 
cenfus mentioned in the Conttitu- 
tion, until the whole number of 


_ the Reprefentatives amounts to two 


hundred. 

Thirdly. That Congrefs do not 
exercife the powers veited in them 
by the 4th fe. of the 1ft art. but in 
cafes when a ftate negle& or refule 
fomake regulations therein men- 
tioned, or fhall make regulations 
fubverfive of the rights of the peo- 
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ple, to a free and equal reprefenta- 


tion in Congre(s, agreeably to the 
Conititution. 

Fourthly. ‘That Congrefs do not 
lay direct taxes, but when the mo- 
nies arifing from the impoit and 
excife are iniufficient for the pub- 
lic exigencies ; nor then, unul Con- 
grefs fhall have firft made a requi- 
fition upon the ilates, to affefs, le- 
vy and pay their refpective pro- 
portions ot fuch requilition, agree- 
ably to the cenfus fixed in the faid 
Conititution, in fuch way and man- 
ner as the Legiflature of the flate 
fhali think beft,—and in fuch cafe, 
if any flate fhall negleét or refuie 
to pay its proportion, purfuant to 
fuch requifition, then Congrefs 
may afiefs and levy fuch {ttates 
proportion, together with interett 
thereon, at the rate of fix per cent. 
per annum, from the time of pay 
ment prefcribed in fuch requifition. 

Fifthly. That Congrefs ere& no 
company of merchants with ex. 
clulive advantages of commerce. 

Sixthly. That no perfon fhall 
be tried for any crime by which 
he may incur an infamous punifh- 
ment, or lofs of life, until he be 
firit indiéted by a grand jury, ex- 
cept in fuch cafes as may arife in 
the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces. 

Seventhly. The Supreme Judi- 
cial Federal Court fhall have no 
jarifdition ot caufes between ci- 
tizens of different itates, unleis the 
matter in difpute, whether it con- 


‘cerns the reality or perfonality, be 


of the value of three thoufand dol- 
lars, at the leait : nor fhall the fe- . 
deral judicial powers extend to. 
any actions between citizens of 
different ftates where the matter 
in dijpute, whether it concerns the 
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reality or perfonality, ts not of the 
value of fifteen hundred dollars, 
at the leatt. 

Eighthly. Yn civil a€tions, ‘be- 
tween citizens of different ftates, 
every iffue of faét, arifing in ac- 
tions at common law, fhall be tried 
by a jury, if the parties, or either 
of them, requeft it. 

Ninthly. Congrefs fhall, at no 
time, confent, that any perfon,hold- 
ing an office of truft or profit, un- 
der the United States, fhall accept 
of a title of nobility, or any other 
title or office, from any king, prince, 
or foreign itate. 

And the Convention do, in the 
name and in behalf of the people 
of this commonwealth, enjoin it 
upon their Reprefentatives in Con- 
grefs, at al! times, until the alter- 
ations and provifions aforefaid have 
been confidered, agreeably to the 
fitth article of the faid Conftiru- 
tion, to exert all their influence, 
and ufeall reafonable and legal me- 
thods to obtain a ratification of 
the faid alterations and provifions 
in fuch manner as is provided in 
the faid article. 

And that the United States in 
Congrefs aflembled may have due 
notice of the affent and ratification 
of the faid Conittitution by this 
Convention—It is 

RESOLVED, That the affent 
and ratification aforefaid be en- 
grofled on parchment, together 
with the recommendation and in- 
jun@tion aforefaid, and with this 
refolution ; and that his Excellen- 
cy Joun Hancock, Efq. Prefi- 
dent, and the Honorable Wit- 

L1AM Cusuinc, Efq. Vice-Prefi- 
dent, of this. Convention, tranf- 
mit the fame, counterfigned by 
the Secretary of the Convention, 


IGEN C E. 


under their hands and feals, to the 
United States in Congrefs affem. 
bled. 

(Signed) Jonn Hancock, Prefi, 

W1iti1aM CusHnG, Vice-Pref, 

(Counterftgned) 

George Richards Minot, Sec’y, 

On the ratification being thus 
declared, a very large concourfe of 
{fpectators teftified their fatisfaction, 
by repeated huzzas—and the whole 
Convention, having been previouf- 
ly invited, partook, with a num- 
ber of the refpeétable citizens, ata 
decent repaft, prepared in the Se- 
nate Chamber—where, in mutual 
congratulations, and teftimonials 
of fatisfaction, all party ideas were 
done away ; and iuch a fpirit of 
joy, unicn, and urbanity diffuled, 
ac, if continued, mutt be attended 
with the moit happy confequences 
through the commonwealth. The 
toafts given were truly conciliato- 
ry, and were, we believe, drank 
with fincerity by every one: pre- 
fent—all appeared willing to bury 
the hatchet of animofity, and to 
fmoke the calumet of union and 
love. 

After this repaft, the Conven- 
tion diffolved. Thus far the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. Now 
for thofe oF THE PEOPLE. 

The citizens of Bofton have ¢- 
ver fhewn themfelves advocates 
for freedom—=-therefore, when 4 
motion had obtained, one of the 
greateft objects of which is “ to 
fecure the bleflings of -liberty to 
them‘elves and their pofterity’— 
they could not refift the flrong im- 
pulfe they muft have had, publicly 
to teflify their gratitude for the 
pleafing event. —Nor have they.— 
On the decifion being deciared, 
the bells in the feveral public build- 
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ings communicated the happy in- 
telligence to every part of the 


‘own, by a peal, which continued 


for feveral hours—and which has 
heen continued with fhort inter- 
vals ever fince.—The difcharge of 
cannon, and other demonitrations 
of joy, took place on Wednefday 
and Thurfday, but it was left to 
yefterday to produce an exhibi- 
tion, to which America has never 
before witneffed an equal: and 
which has exceeded any thing of 
the kind Europe can boait of. 

The Committee of Tradefmen 
met on Thurfday, and, by public 
advertifements, requefted the at- 
tendance of the mechanics and ar- 
tizans of every defcription in town, 
at Fanevil-Hall, at 9 0’ clock ye- 
fierday, in order to form and pro- 
ceedin grand proceflion therefrom, 
to teftify their approbation of the 


- gatification of the Federal Contti- 


tution, by the Convention of this 
commonwealtis, the gth inft. and 
deputed their chairman to requetft 
THEIR BRETHREN, the hufband- 
men of the adjacent towns to join 
them ; who, tho the notice was 
very fhort accordingly appeared in 
town at nine o’ clock ; when the 
feveral trades bein, met, at eleven 
o'clock, in real GRAND PROCES- 
sion, the whole moved from the 
hall, and the following was the 


ORDER of he PROCESSION. 


Sixteen Forefters, with axes and bruth 
fcythes. 
Mu 3le 
A Pi a GR, 
drawn by two horfes, and two yokes of ox- 
enwitha perfon holding it, and others 
clearing away the obftructions. 
[The fons of freedom venerate the plough. } 
Three fowers, with bafkets ftrewing 
Brain, and {moaking their pipes. 
A bruth-harrow drawn by a horie. 


A large roller, drawn by a horfe and pair 
of oxen. 

Four reapers, with fickles, &c. 
Four mowers, with fcythes, followed by 
18 hay-makers, with rakes, &c. 
Eight hufbandmen, with hoes, {pades and 
other farming utenfils. 

A cart drawn by a yoke of oxen, with 
flax-dreflers, at work, and in 
working dreffes. 

A yoke of fat cattle, with killers, pro- 
perly equipped. 

A cart loaded with beet, followed by eight 
matter butchers, in clean frocks. 
[The above were our worthy brethern of 
Roxbury } 
BLACKSMITHS, 

Preceded by Mr. Baker, 

To the number of 73, carrying imple- 
ments of their craft, decorated 
with ribbons, &c. 
SHIPWRIGHTS, 

Preceded by Deacon Sharp, 

To the number of 43, with tools decora- 
ted, &c, 
Rope-MaAkers, 

Preceded by Mr. William M‘Neill, 
To the number of 75—their waifts en 
circled with hemp—with a cable-fled 
drawn by workmen, decorated 
with colors, and atten- 
ded with martial 
mufic. 
MastT-MakKeRs, 

Preceded by Mr, S. Harris, 

To the number of 30, with tools deco 
rated, &c, 
Sart-Makers, 

Preceded by Deacon Barret, 

To the number of 30, with their tools, 
Suip Jomners, 

Preceded by Mr. T. Uran, 

To the number of 34, with their tools 
decorated. 
Brock-Makers, 

Preceded by Mr. J. Balth, 

To thenumber of 30, with theirtoels, &¢, 
MATHEMATICAL INSTRUMENT 
MAKERS, 

To the numberof 6, with inftrunients, &c. 
Coopers, 

Preceded by Mr. Avers, 

To the numberof 23, with tools, deco- 
rated, &c. 
Boat-Buitpers, 

Preceded by Mr. T, Hichborn, 

Te the numbes of 20, with tools, &c. 


PAINTERS. 
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PAINTERS, 

To the number of 20, with pallats, &c. 
decorated. 
CARVERS, 

Preceded by Mr. Skillings, 

With tools, &c. decorated to the num- 
ber of 32. 
RIGGERS, 

To thenumber of 18, with tools, &c. 
Graziers and PLumBeERS, 
Preceded by Capt. Norton Brailsford, 
To the numberof 16, with diamonds, &c. 
BAKERS, 

Headed by Mr. J. White, 

To the number of 40, with their tools,&e. 
TANNEKS and CuRRIERS, 
Preceded by Mr. S. Bafs, 

To the number of 28, withtools, &c. 
SHor-MaAKERS, 

Preceded by Mr. S. Bangs, yy 
To the number of g0, with lafis, &c. de- 
corated. 
TAYLORS, 
To the number of 57, with their tools, 
meafures, &c. 
HaTTERs, 
’ Preceded by Major Seward, 

To thenumber of 26, with their bows, 
furs, &c. 
TaLtow-CHANDLERS, 

To the number of 8, with a miniature 
prefs, moulds, &c. 

Mr. Vofe on horfeback. 

The Ship Fepverax Constitution, 
On runners, drawn by 13 Horfes, 
John Fofter Williams, Efg; Commander, 
Lieut, Weeks, Lieat. Adams, 

Mr. La Moine, Mafter, Mr. E. Sigour- 
ney, Porter, 

Manned by thirteen feaman and marines. 
With a full colors flying—followed by 
Captains of veffels, 85 feamen, dref- 
fed in ribbons, and about 150 of 
the principal merchants 
in town. 
Suip-Buitpers. 

To the number of 20, with a work-yard, 
érawn ty 13 horfes, in which were 
feven or eight veflels on the 
ftocks, with the men 
at work, 
CAXPENTERS, 

Preceded by Mr. Crafts, 

To the number of 136, with tools of eve- 
ry fort decorated, 

Masons, 


Pre we.cd by Major Bell, 
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Tothe number of 70, with trowels, ge, 

as at work. 

CapinetT and Coacn-Maxers, 
WHEEL-WRIGHTS, &c. 
Tothe number of 30, with the ‘infignis 
of their crafts. 

PRin TERS, 

Preceded by Mr, B. Edes, 

To the number of fifteen, with a ftand, 
drawn on a fled, and compofi- 
tors at work. 

SADLERS, 

To the number of twelve, with toolsde. 
corated, éc. 
Go.psMITHS, 

To the numberof 15, with hammers, &€, 
LEATHER-DRESSERS. 
Preceded by Major W.Dawes,omhonhatk, 
(dreffed in fins) 

To the number of 20, with kins and 
working tools. 
Carp-Ma«kers, 

To the number of twelve, with wire, &c, 
The Commitzresr of TRADESMEN, 
In a fleigh, drawn by four horfes. 
The 
REPUBLICAN VOLUNTEERS, 
Commanded by Captain Gray, clofed the 
proceffion. 

Ia this order, the whole pro- 
ceeced by the houfes of the feve- 
ral gentlemen, who sreprefented 
this town in Convention, and tel- 
tied their approbation of tier 
condu& by three huzzas from the 
whole line, and falutes from the 
Ship, and the Volunteer Compa- 
ny. About four o’ clock, the Pre- 
ceflion arrived at the Hall, where 
refrefhment was liberally provided, 
at which, as many as could find 
admittance, partook ; but though 
the Hall will hold 1500 men, not 


above one third of the Procefiion - 
However, we — 


could get in. 
were happy that our country friends 
were accommodated totheir wihhes. 

We have not time to give 2 juf 
account of this beautiful parade: 
We can only fay, that the perfect 
order and urbanity, the dignity 
and folemnity that marked the 

Proceilion 
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Procefion thro the whole day, was 
fuch, as had a moft interefling ef- 
fet on the numerous {petiators 
which a icene fo auguit and novel 
colleéted together. 

At two o’ clock, when the Pro- 
cefion pafled by the flate-houfe, 

t. Johnfon’s company of artil- 
lery honored them with a falute of 
thisteen guns. 

SAVANNAH, Fan. 17. 

The Hon. Houle ot Afiembly 
have eleGled Gen. James Jackfon, 
Governor of this State for the pre- 
fent year. 

CHARLESTON, Yan. 14. 

Tuefday laftin the Senate the 
committee appointed io confider 
his Excellency’s mcflage and ihe 
papers accompanying it, reported 
that writs flould’ be iffued for 
holding eleétions on the twenty- 
fecond and twenty-third days of 
February, for Delegates to meet 
in Convention the third of March 
in Charlefton, to confider the pro- 
pofed Federa] Conftitution.” 

PHILADELPHIA, Fed. 4. 

A correfpondent has furnithed 
us with the following authentic 
account of the late melancholy ac- 
cident, which has fo much excited 
the fympathy of the public for 
fome days paft :-— 

Mr. David: Lewis and Mr. Jo- 
feph Thomas, had accompanied 
Mifs Morton, (daughter to Mr. 
John Morton) and Mifs Hollingf- 
worth, (daughter of Mr. Levi Hol- 
lingfworth) in a fleigh, on a vifit 
to an intimate friend letely mar- 
tied, and removed from the city 
into ‘Chefter county :—They {et 
off on their return home on Tuef- 
day laft ; when they reached Dar- 
by Creek, they found it fo {welled 
bythe rain and melted {now, that the 
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ford over which the Marple Road 
led was altogether impaflable: they 
enquired of the neighbors, and 
were informed that there wasa good 
bridge at a {mall diitance up the 
creek ; they accordingly went thi- 
ther—they examined the bridge 
and road, and conceived it fafe : 
the driver and the two gentlemen 
got out in order to fee the way be- 
fore the paflage was attempted ; 
the bridge was immediately below 
the confluence of two ftreams, and 
the road beyond the bridge pafled 
over low grounds then overflowed 
by the frethet ; after this examin- 
ation, Mr. Lewis went into the 
fleigh to drive it, while the driver 
and Mr. Thomas were endceavor- 
ing to make their way acrois the 
over flowed grounds as well as 
they could on fuot, that the fleigh 
might be eafier drawn: the courte 
of the road could not be exactly 
feen through the water that cover- 
edit, and after they had left the 
b:idge about eighty yards, the near 
horfe flipt into one of the ftreams 
which ran nearly parrallel to the 
road, and drew the other horfe and 
the fleigh after him. Mr. Tho- 
mas feeing their danger, crofled 
the road and came to their aflift- 
ance, feizing hold of the back part 
of the fleigh ; but by this time the 
current had entered between the 
off horfe and the bank of the 
ftream, and turned them round 
with fuch rapidity as to baffle all 
his ftrength : he however deter- 
mined to rifque his Jife with thofe 
in the fleigh, and accordingly fuck 

to it, endeavoring to keep it from 
overfetting. The horfes fwam, and 

aimed at the oppofite fhore of the 

creek ; but the ftream was too ra- 


pid, and carried them down back« 
wards 
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wards to the bridge, where Mr. 
‘Tnomas received a heavy blow a- 
gainft one of the timbers, and lo- 
fing his hold drifted in the ftream ; 
the flcigh followed, pafling under 
the bridge. Mr. Thomas fwam 
to the fhure, but before he reached 
it the fleigh overiet, and Mr. Lew- 
is and the two ladies were com- 
mitted to the current, which drove 
Mr. Lewis and Miis Morton with- 
in reach of the branches of a ftoop- 
ing tree, which they laid hold of, 
and fhe by his afliftance was ena- 
bled to ftick to, until Mr. Tho- 
mas came to their aflittance, and 
thus their lives were providential- 
ly faved ; but Mifs Hollingfworth, 
being nearer the middle of the 
ftream, was carried rapidly down 
—and before the others got to the 
fa{t land, fo as torcit their exhault- 
ed limbs in fafety, the difappear- 
ed. Several neighbors were by 
this time collected and fearched for 
the body in vain, It was found 
about break of day the next morn- 
ing near half a mi'e below the 
bridge, and brought to town in the 
evening—it was interred on Fri- 
day afternoon in the Friends buri- 
a] ground, attended by the great- 
eft concourfe of people of every 
religious denomination that has 
perhaps ever been collected toge- 
ther upon any occafion in this city, 

The blooming beauty, the fweet- 
ly engaging difpofition, the amia- 
ble and unaffected fimplicity of 
manners, the enlightened mind and 
cultivated underitanding of this ac- 
complifhed young lady, render the 
cataftrophe the moft affecting of 
any we recollect to have happen- 
ed ; and the mournful folemnit 
which attended the funeral, fully 
eyinces, that fympathy and com- 


IGEN C &E; 


paffion are eminent charatterifticy 
of the citizens of Philadelphia, 
The companions in this diftreff. 
ing fcene, fuffered much from the 
floating ice and the inclemency of 
the element in which they remain. 
ed fo long ; but it is hoped their 
health is not permanently injured, 
The poignant grief which the un- 
timely fate of their amiable deceaf. 
ed friend has fixed in their hearts 
will retard their recovery, and can 


only be abated and alleviated by 


the lenient hand of time. 

A tender and affetionate father 
and mother, and furviving brothers 
and filter, deeply lament the early 
removal of a beloved companion, 
calculated by nature and educa. 
tion to enliven the cheerful and 
mitigate the gloomy hours of life. 
The fex has loit one of its bright. 
eft ornaments, and her friends will 
long continue to feel and regret her 
feparation from them— 

*¢ But rs they weep let them be fureto 

a 
«¢ The Lord who gives has right to take 


away.” 


New-York, Fed. 29. 


We learn from Jamaica, that 
Mr. John Lewis, one of the Print- 
ers of the Kingfton Morning Pott, 
has been apprehended by a war- 
rant from the {peaker of the Al- 
fembly, and confined in prifon, 
for publifhing a letter of Mr. Bay- 
ly to the freehoiders of St. Mary. 
The legality of this proceeding 1s 
queftioned, and the affair will pro- 
bably occafion fome difturbance in 
the ifland. 

We are informed that a fire 
broke out in Baltimore on the 7th 
inftant, which confumed the ware- 
houfe and kitchen of Mr. James 
Allen, with the furniture and fome 
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Weft-India goods. A kitchen of 
Mr. Deal was alfo confumed. 

The State-houfe in, Charleflon 
wasconfumed by fire on the 5th init. 


The Gen. Affembly of Penn- 
fylvania met on the nineteenth inft. 

A letter from London mentions 
that Mr. Adams has exprefied fa- 
yorable fentiments of the New Fe- 
deral Conttitution. 

It is faid that his moft Chriftian 
Majeity, notwithitanding the op- 
pofition of his Parliament, has ob. 
tained a loan of about £ 20,000,000 
fterling. 

Feb. 21. Yefterday arrived his 
Britannic Majetty’s Packet, Prince 
William Henry ,—-—— ScoufeE{q. 
Commander, by which we have 
papers to the third of January. 
From thefe we learn, that there is 
fome profpeét of a reconciliation 
between the courts of Peterfburg 
and the Porte. 

Rotterdam is ftill diiturbed by 
the malcontents, in confequence 
of which their Noble Mightinef- 
fes have repubiifhed their orders 
for fupprefiing riots. 

It is feid that in confequence of 
a failure of crops in Spain, there is 
a profpect of famine in that king- 
dom. 

The Peace and Plenty, Capt. 
Burrell, in her voyage from Liver- 
pool to Bofton is loit and ten of her 
crew drowned, 

It is expected that a bill now de- 
pending, for granting a free tolera- 
tionofProteftants in France will foon 
become a law. No public churches 
will be allowed, but any private 
family may have a minifter ; and 
the Proteflants will. be {ubjeet to 
aimal] duty for their certificates of 
Marriage, chiriflenings and burials. 
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Extra& froma private letter, from 
Newcafile upon Tyne, Odober 29, 
1787. ; 

‘* | have from very good authori- 
ty, that the Rev. Mr. Graham, 
Minitter of an aflociate congrega- 
tion in this city, has difcovered 
Longitude, for which he has re- 
ceivec from the Admiralty, two 
thoufand pounds fterling, as an 
earncft or what he may aiterwards 
expect.” 

Extra of a letter from London, No- 

vember 20. 

“ The new arrangement for the 
packets is as follows: inftead of 
veflels of two hundred tons bur- 
then, it is the intention of the Poft- 
office to employ veflels of one hund- 
red tons only, to be built for fwift 
failing in preference to capacity. 

«« "Ten packets are to be deftin- 
ed for the Weit-Indies, to fail from 
Falmouth every fortnight. 
They drop their mail at Barbadoes, 
and then fail immediately to Crook- 
ed-Ifland, where they deliver and 
receive the Jamaica mail, &c. 

‘¢ Four packets are to be ftation- 
ed in the Weft-Indies, to convey 
the letters from ifland to ifland, 
and alfo toand from the Carolinas, 
and meet the packet at Crooked- 
Ifland and Barbadoes. 

‘«* Four packets are deftined for 
America, to fail once a month ; 
and fix to Lifbon, to fail as ufual. 

“© The faving on this improved 
plan will be about twenty thoufand 
pounds a year.” 

Extra® of a letter from North.Ca- 
rolina, dated at Tarborough, Dee, 
22, 1787. 

“ The General Aflembly of this 
ftate, during their prefent feffion, 
have elected Samuel Johnfton, Efg. 
Governor of the ittate for the en- 

fuing 
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fuing year; Hugh Williamfon and 
Robert Burton, Delegates to ferve 
in Congrefs, to the firlt of No. 
vember next, in the place of Timo- 
thy Bloodworth, and Alexander 
Martin. And they have elected 
James White, John B. Ath, Ben- 
jamin Hawkins, J. Stokes, Hugh 
Wiilliamfon, and Jofeph M*‘ Dow. 
ell, Delegates to ferve in Congrefs, 
from the firft of November next. 
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MARRIAGES. 

At New-Yorn, Mr. George 
Stanton to Mifs Anne Wilkins. 

At Cuartesron, Mr. Wm. 
Cam, to Mifs Wigfall. Capt. 
Trott, to Mifs Mary Fendin. Mr. 
Emanuel de la Motta of Georgia, 
to Mifs Judith Cantor of Copen- 
hager. 

At Durnam, (N. H) John 
Stecl, Efg. to Milfs Lydia Sullivan, 
only daughter to his Excellency 
Prefident Sullivan. 

At Provipencr, Mr. John 
Howland, to Mifs Polly Carlifle. 

At Criarenpon, (Vermont) 
John A. Graham, Efq. to Mifs 
Rachel F. Forbes. 

At Woonsrtock, John Lovet, 
Efq. of Albany, to Mifs Nancy 
MW’ Clellan. 

At Hartrorp, Capt. Caleb 
Bull, to Mrs, Abigail Morrifon, 
Mr. Zachariah Garnereck of this 
State, to Mrs. Mariamna Steele of 
that town. 


DS: 2), Se 

At New-York, Mrs. Saidler, 
aged 27, confort of Mr. James 
Saidler, merchant. Mr. Peter 
Vandervoort, aged 48. Mr. Ni- 
cholas de Remer, aged ¢1, 

Diep lately, Paul Fifer, Efq. 
of Clifton, near Briftol, in Eng- 
jand, who has Icft, to the Society 
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for propagating the gofpel 2¢od, 
500. of it to propagate the pofpe 
in America ; 500 for encouraging 
the Proteitant Working: Schools in 
Ireland ; and the remaining 16001, 
for the ufe of the firft Bithop that 
fhall be appointed in Ametica, 
with the intereft of the fame, pn. 
vided a See be conitituted in twen- 
ty-five years. 

At Cuarveston, Richard 
Hodgfon Savage, aged 5. 

At Battimore, Mr. James 
Haves, aged 84. 

At Provipence, Mrs. Sarah 
Tripp. Mrs. Atwood. Mr, 
Grainger. Mr. Abel Peve,aged7o, 
Mr. John Grainger, Mrs. Sufan. 
nah Tripp. Ar Swanfey Col. An 
drew Cole aged 74. 

At Boston, Capt. Roach, drown. 
ed. Mr. Wm. D. Cheever, aged 
68. Mrs. Elizabeth Savage, a 
ged 43. 

At Kirrery, Capt. Samuel 5t 
cy, aged 37, late failing mafter of 
the Bon Homme Richard, in the me 
morable aétion with the Seraphis. 

At Wesrzsoroucn, Dr. Jofiah 
Brigham. 

At Concorp, Mrs. Mary In- 
graham, aged 21. 

At SprincrieLtp, Mrs. Mer- 
cy Burt. 

At Hartrorp, Mrs. Olive 
Jones, confort of Mr. Daniel Jones, 
Merchant. 

At Farmincton, Mrs. Ruth 
Thompfon. 

At Bertin, Mr. Solomon Luk, 
aged 25, crufhed to death by 4 
load of wood. 

At Kirtrnesworta, Theo- 
philus Morgan, Efg. a refpeétadle 
merchant, aged 56. 

At New-Haven, Mifs Sally 
Pierpoint, aged 13. 
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HE American Magazine now confilts of eighty pages, each number, and 
T contains more original matter than any other periodical publication in 


America. 


The price to Subfcribers, two and a half dollars a year—half to be paid zt 
the time of receiving the firft number. 


The price of a fingle number, a quarter doflar. 


New Subfcribers may be furnithed with all the numbers from the firk 
publication. 


ALL communications, free of expenfe, gratefully received and duly noticed. 
2 ere, gn RE pace oe 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Anfwers to the Law Queftions in our laft, by a fludent of law, wil 
appear in our next. 


Dr. Mitchill’s Letter to Mr. Poft, containing an account of fome anatomi- 
cal difcoveries, is omitted for want of room. 


An Explanation of the optical Appearance called, by failors, Looming, will 
appear in the next number. ‘The ingenious author is requefted to continue 
his communications. . 


Philemon’s Lines on the approach of Spring, prove him to be im the /pring 
of — life. His genius, however, by time and cultivation, may product 
ripe fruit. 


The verfes of Zvander have fome merit—efpecially when it is confidered 
that the writer is but in the thirteenth year of his age. On this account they 
claim indulgence ; but they cannot be admitted without the lofs or total alter- 
ation of feveral lines. 


a Stiles’s fecond Letter on the antiquities of this country will appear next 
month. 


Some curious Extra¢ts from ancient Record this number, are 
emitted for want of room. ee a ‘ 


Several other Pieces are received and are under confideration. 
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